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Pasco County 

Watershed Meeting for Flood Impacted Areas 

Double Hammock Watershed Meeting  

 
September 10, 2015 – County Board Room, Pasco County   
The following is a summary of the Double Hammock Watershed meeting held on 
September 10, 2015.  A copy of the PowerPoint presentation will accompany this 
summary. 
  

Arrival, Sign-In, Greetings, and Introductions  
Ms. Michele Baker (Pasco County Administrator) welcomed the group. Ms. Baker noted 

that additional information was available and maps were on display at the sign-in table. 

Commissioners Mike Wells (District 4) and Jack Mariano (District 5) addressed attendees 

to convey their concerns for the residents and that residential input was vital to the team 

effort and working toward finding solutions. Ms. Baker noted that Commissioner Kathryn 

Starkey (District 3) was out of town but also wanted to relay her regards and concerns to 

the residents. Ms. Baker noted that key members of County staff would be speaking as 

part of the PowerPoint presentation provided during the meeting. 

 

Comments, Questions and Discussions  
A summary of discussions, including questions and responses, are provided in this 
meeting summary. The contents of this summary do not represent direct quotes and may 
or may not represent the group’s view as a whole.  
 

PowerPoint Presentation and General Discussion 
A PowerPoint presentation (see attachment) was presented to attendees.  
 

Ms. Cindy Jolly (Stormwater Management) provided an overview of the Double Hammock 

Watershed which covers approximately 13 square miles and includes highly developed 

and urbanized areas. The 100-year storm event represents a 12.4 inch rainfall event 

occurring within a 24-hour period and is the standard utilized during flood map 

development. Ms. Jolly presented the recorded rainfall amounts during the storm event, 

reviewed stormwater requirements for new developments, and explained what happens 

to rainfall during normal conditions versus what happens during saturated conditions.  

 

In 1981, Pasco County adopted Flood Insurance Rate maps. Permits for new 

developments after the adoption of the maps included criteria for stormwater systems 

associated with new developments. Construction prior to 1981 did not include the same 

stormwater system requirements.  

 
The Double Hammock watershed is a topographically flat and includes closed basins. It 
was noted that the Timber Oaks area is a closed basin and a drainage basin of special 
concern. Stormwater generally flows through the basin from the east into Double 
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Hammock Creek and eventually makes its way to the Gulf of Mexico. Some flows also 
come from the north.  Areas that were identified as impacted within the Double 
Hammock watershed included Timber Oaks which required pumping, and Jasmine Lakes 
where failed culverts were noted. 

 
Mr. Mike Garrett (Stormwater Management) provided an overview of the pumping 

efforts associated with the recent flooding event. The County was managing 

approximately 30 pumping systems and was moving the pumps around various locations 

throughout the flooding response. As Timber Oaks is a closed basin, pumps were set-up 

to pump stormwater to the north into Dollar Lake. Additional pumps were deployed in 

this area to pump to the retention areas to the west of Timber Oaks and also over to 

Ranch Road. A series of four pumps were also in use in the Jasmine Lakes area. These 

pumps moved water from Amadeus Drive, to Mimosa Drive, to Gardenia Lane, allowed a 

bypass of the failed culvert on Pineapple Lane, and sent flows out to the Gulf of Mexico 

via the discharge under US Highway 19. 

 

There is a Watershed Management Plan in progress that includes the Double Hammock 

watershed, which is a cooperative project with the Southwest Florida Water Management 

District (SWFWMD). It is anticipated that the updated watershed model will be 

completed by early 2017. The updated stormwater model will help to predict the 

stormwater flow path and how projects will impact those flows to help reduce flooding. 

In order to procced with construction of new projects, the County has to demonstrate 

that there are no anticipated adverse stormwater impacts prior to getting permit 

approval. This area has hundreds of miles of old corrugated pipes with many having 

failed. There are currently eleven pipe replacement projects under construction with 

more ready to be released for bid soon. The County is also completing some of the 

smaller projects in-house. As soon as the culverts are dried out within Jasmine Lakes, the 

County can proceed with using pipe cameras for inspections. 

 

Ms. Annette Doying (Emergency Management) provided an overview of the emergency 

response to date which began on July 16th. The County provides emergency services for 

all of Pasco County including the areas within the various cities. Information presented 

included actions to protect public safety, evacuated areas, damage assessments, human 

needs assessments, temporary housing assistance, and the continued services available 

to impacted residents.  

 

The emergency response was a team effort and included assistance from the Salvation 

Army, Red Cross, Fire Chiefs’ Association, Forestry Service, and many other agencies.   

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) decided to not declare Pasco 

County as a national disaster area and therefore FEMA assistance is not currently 

available. Governor Scott has decided to appeal this decision and additional 

documentation is being prepared for this effort. 

 

Mr. George Romagnoli (Human Resources) provided an overview of the continued Flood 

Recovery Center operations and reviewed the assistance programs that are available to 

impacted residents. To date over 70 hotel vouchers have been issued providing 
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temporary housing for approximately 225 residents. It was noted that hotel vouchers are 

still available through October 5th and residents in need of assistance were encouraged to 

contact the County’s Flood Recovery Center. Assistance for renter relocations are also 
available. 

 

The County was awarded $1.5 million dollars of State funding to supplement the State 

Housing Initiative Partnership efforts. Top priorities for these funds will be to assist with 

owner occupied housing rehabilitation and relocation assistance. The County has 

received over 100 applications to date and is working to expedite reviews. 
 

Comment Card Discussions 
Prior to and throughout the meeting, attendees were asked to fill out comment cards to 

convey questions or concerns. The comment cards were collected throughout the 

meeting and were grouped by topic. Ms. Baker provided initial responses, based on the 

grouped topics noted below, to attendees. Comment cards will be distributed to the 

appropriate County department for additional review and follow-up. 

 

Pumping– The County was pumping stormwater out of Timber Oaks and is working 

with the SWFWMD to implement a long-term solution.  There was no pumping into the 

area by the County and County was not aware of anyone else pumping into this area. 
 
Stormwater Assessment – The County has a stormwater assessment which appears on 
the property owners’ TRIM notice and is paid as part of the property taxes. There has 
been a public hearing and an approval to increase the current $47 annual fee by $10 to 
$57 per year. The fee is used to pay for County stormwater maintenance activities, 
NPDES compliance, program maintenance, stormwater modeling, and studies to develop 
best management practices (BMPs). It does not currently fund capital improvement 
projects and is not associated with other utility services such as wastewater.  
 
Sinkhole Repairs– A resident noted concrete had appeared in a retention pond in the 

Ironbark area. The County confirmed there have been numerous sinkhole repairs within 

this area completed by homeowners. A map showing the sink holes repair locations was 

shared with attendees during the meeting. This map is available to the public on the 

County’s website through the Geographic Information Services with a mapping program 

known as PascoView.  Filling of sinkholes does create changed underground conditions. 

 
Stormwater System Maintenance – There are numerous stormwater systems 
throughout the County that are privately owned and were built as a part of a new 
development. The County’s maintenance team does not maintain private stormwater 
systems. Maintenance for private systems is the responsibility of the Homeowner 
Associations (HOAs) or Community Development Districts (CDDs) that were created by 
the developer. In some cases, the private properties boundaries extend into the 
stormwater ponds such that each property owner actually owns part of the stormwater 
pond. The owning entity is responsible for completing required maintenance activities. It 
is important to keep culverts clear to allow stormwater to flow freely. 
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Stormwater Projects – There were numerous comments regarding the status of various 
stormwater projects. The County is studying multiple potential solutions including 
diverting flows before they reach flood prone areas and installation of new stormwater 
pipes. The County noted that it is not always able to obtain the easements required to 
complete proposed projects. There are several studies in progress for this watershed and 
County is looking at long-term potential solutions. FGUA will be replacing the failed 
culverts on Pineapple Lane. There was also a comment card asking about potential 
flooding contributions due to the construction at US19. The work on US19 is maintenance 
activity by the FDOT and County did not find any blockages resulting from these 
activities.  
 
Public Safety – Residents would like the County to deter the truck traffic that was 

coming into their neighborhoods to look at the flooding and noted that some children 

were seen swimming in the stormwater ponds. County did deploy barricades but these 

are often removed and at times disappear. The County urged parents to encourage 

children to stay out of any flood waters and out of the stormwater ponds. 
 
Road Repairs –The County’s road repair program for collector and arterial roadways is 

funded by the County’s gas tax.   Residential major road repairs are funded through the 

Paving Assessment (PVAS) program where the benefitted property owners are 

responsible for payment.   New developments are responsible for the payment of a 

Transportation Mobility Fee. County staff did fill potholes with millings to allow for 

emergency vehicle accessibility and there will be extensive roadway repairs needed as a 

result of the flooding. Residents may elect to become part of the PVAS program. A Board 

of County Commissioners Workshop is scheduled for October 13th which will include 

discussions for how to deal with the needed road repairs. 

Podium Speaker Discussions 
Attendees were provided an opportunity to come to the podium to present their 
individual concerns. The following is a summary of concerns presented. County provided 
initial responses during the meeting where applicable and will follow-up to address 
concerns after the meeting. 
 
Speaker 1.  Timber Oaks resident -  
Speaker provided a summary of flooding and rainfall totals noted within Timber Oaks. He 
thanked the County for being very responsive and for taking the time to listen to 
residents. See typed summary provided by this resident at the end of this meeting summary. 
 
Speaker 2. Palm Terrace Gardens resident – 
The County promised an engineering solution for our flooding problems last year and we 
still do not have a resolution. Problem areas included the stormwater retention ponds 
between Ironbark Drive and Hawthorn Drive and between Greybirch Terrace and 
Foxbloom Drive. There are now 3-4 vacant homes on Ironbark Drive. The stormwater 
runs into our neighborhood from the west not the east as previously stated. 
 
Initial Response: The County will review the prior report and will follow-up. 
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Speaker 3. Hibiscus Drive resident –  
There is construction at the culvert and stormwater is flowing over Bougainvillea 
Avenue. Oleander Drive goes under water immediately. The County needs to dredge the 
ditch by Bougainvillea Avenue to stop the water from flowing onto the street. The water 
coming in from the west, is likely due to tidal rises. 
 
Initial Response: The County will review this area and will follow-up.  
 
Speaker 4. Ledgestone Lane resident –  
Resident thanked the County for the hazard response. He is not in favor of the 
stormwater assessment increase.  Flooding has been an issue for a long time in this area 
and would like someone to provide a solution. If there is an increase in the fee, resident 
would like to see more notable improvements. 
 
Speaker 5. Timber Oaks resident –  
Stormwater is flowing into Timber Oaks from Golden Acres by flowing under Jasmine 
Boulevard. The resident ask if someone was pumping water into Timber Oaks and noted 
that there was pumping activity at night. 
 
Initial Response: County was not pumping water into Timber Oaks and was not aware of 
any pumping activities. County will investigate the reported unapproved pumping activity.  
 
Speaker 6. Hickory Hills resident -  
Resident referenced the FGUA meetings, the bridge replacement and the storm drains 
that are in need of repair. His home is flooded and the area needs to be dredged to 
restore stormwater flows. The roads are flooded and pipes are silted in. Dredging would 
make a big difference. Resident has had flooding complaints since 2009 which are still 
not resolved.   
 
Initial Response: A representative from FGUA is in attendance listening to these discussions 
and the FGUA projects are in progress. 
 
Speaker 7. Crystal Lake Drive resident –  
Crystal Lake is full. Pumping trucks have been coming in to but you can’t pump out an 
entire lake. If the stormwater assessment is increasing, we want to see results. The road 
repairs are not well managed, sidewalks construction is poor, projects are not 
coordinated, and there is a street sign located in the middle of our sidewalk. The County 
needs to manage projects more efficiently. 
 
Speaker 8. Adare Drive resident – 
Has the County thought about stormwater reuse or using stormwater for aquifer 
recharge? The pumping at the school is getting pumped into our neighborhood.  
 
Initial Response: The County is looking at several projects that include beneficially reusing 
stormwater. The school is located within the city of New Port Richey and the County will 
follow-up with the city regarding pumping activities. 
 
All speakers were thanked for their comments and the meeting was adjourned at 
7:15pm. The County will be following up on comments received during the meeting via 
the comment cards and by the speakers. 
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Welcome & 
Introductions 
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Outline of Meeting 

• Watershed, Rainfall & Development 
Requirements 

• Double Hammock Watershed 
• Rainfall 
• Areas Affected & Pumping Operations 
• Human Services 
• Comments Received 
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Cindy Jolly 
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Latest Information on Flooding 
www.pascocountyfl.net 
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Watershed Information 
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Watershed is Defined as… 

 
• The land area 

water flows 
across to 
drain into a 
lake, river, 
coast or other 
water body. 
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Within the Watershed 

Open Basin 
 

Closed Basin 
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Storms Events defined by Rainfall 
Amounts 

Design Storm Recurrence Interval Total Rainfall (inches per 24 hours) 

Mean Annual (2.33yr) 5.0 

5 year 6.0 

10 year 7.25 

25 year 9.0 

50 year 10.0 

100 year (1% Annual Chance) 12.4 

500 year (0.2% Annual Chance) 
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Development Requirements 

• Homes, 
Evacuation 
Routes and 
Arterial 
Roadways 
Elevated 
Above the 
100-year 
Flood 
Elevation 
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• Neighborhood and collector roadways elevated to 
the 25-year storm 

• 6-inch water depth at edge or roadway allowed 
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Normal Conditions 
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Current Conditions-Saturated 
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Watersheds in Pasco 
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Cindy Jolly or Heather Hyde (CH2M 
Hill) 
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Double Hammock Watershed 

• 13 Sq. Miles 
• Flat, highly urbanized 
• Many closed basins 

– Timber Oaks is a 
Drainage Basin of Special 
Concern 

• Flow from east to 
Double Hammock Creek 
to Gulf of Mexico 
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• Map in process 
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Areas Affected within Double 
Hammock WS 

• Timber Oaks 
 

• Gulf Highlands 
 

• Jasmine Lakes 
 

• Others 
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Mike Garrett 
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Pumping Operations 

• Timber Oaks 
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24 



25 



26 



27 



• All of the pumping operations serve to remove 
the floodwaters from the Timber Oaks closed 
basin and either discharge to the north or to 
the west. 
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Pumping Operation 

• Jasmine Lakes 
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1st Pump-Amadeus 
Drive removes 
stormwater from the 
piping system that 
drains into the 
retention area and 
sheet flows it to the 
drainage piping system 
on Mimosa Drive 

31 



 

2nd Pump – Mimosa 
Drive which, when 
needed, will move the 
stormwater down 
Gardenia Lane to 
Pineapple Lane 
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3rd & 4th Pump – 
Pineapple Lane.  There 
is a failed culvert on 
Pineapple Lane.  The 
pumps bypass the 
failed culvert to move 
the water into the 
discharge canal at rear 
of Pineapple Lane.  The 
stormwater then 
moves under US 19 to 
the Gulf of Mexico. 
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Possible BMPs 

• Gulf Highlands 
 

• Timber Oaks 
 

• Others to be developed upon completion of 
the Watershed Management Plan that is 
underway 
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Annette Doying 
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Emergency Response 

• July 16, 2015: Beginning of Emergency 
Response 
 

• July 26, 2015Evacuation, transportation 
assistance and shelters  
 

• July 31, 2015Local State of Emergency 
declared (retroactive to 7/16/15) 
 



Emergency Response 

 
• August 6, 2015 Governor’s Executive Order 

 
• August 12, 2015Flood Recovery Center 

(FRC) opened 
 

• Federal Declaration Not Issued 
 



George Romagnoli 

 

38 



Summary of Flood Housing Programs 
Community Development 

• Hotel Vouchers - Up to two weeks, must apply 
by October 5, 2015 – Housing Counselors will 
assist on additional needs 

• Rental Assistance – First, Last Month Rent, 
Security Deposits 

• Utilities Assistance – Assist with Utility Deposit 
• Displaced Homeowners and Tenants – 

Temporary Rental Assistance up to a year, 3 
month increments 
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Summary of Flood Housing Programs 
Community Development 

• Pasco Fix Program – For Homeowners that 
Need Repairs 
o Must meet income qualifications 
o Must have clear title to property 
o Loan at 0% interest rate 
o Payments begin 10 years after the initial loan 

signing 
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Summary of Flood Housing 
Programs Community Development 

Insurance Deduction Program – pay for 
deductible payments for homeowners required 

by Insurance policy 
 

NOTE:   

A. All programs must meet the income guideline 
of 120% median income 

B. All programs require application process 
 
 



Summary of Flood Housing Programs 
Community Development 

• August 26, 2015 – Pasco County was awarded 
$1.5 million additional State Housing Initiative 
Partnership (SHIP) funds 

• The top priorities for these funds will be: 
A. Owner Occupied Rehabilitation 
B. Relocation Assistance 



Summary of Flood Housing Programs  
Updated Services 
Flood Recovery Center 

8620 Galen Wilson Boulevard 
Port Richey, FL 34668 
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

Monday - Friday 
 

Call the Resident Information Center for more 
information 

727-847-2411 
 



Michele 

 

44 



Comments 
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Latest Information on Flooding 
www.pascocountyfl.net 
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