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Our Vision 
 

Pasco County - Florida's Premier County  

 
Our Mission 

 
Serving Our Community to Create a Better Future 

 
Our Values 

 
RESPECT 

Treating our customers and co-workers with courtesy, consideration, and appreciation at all 
times, under all circumstances. 

 
INTEGRITY 

A workplace in which the highest standards of ethics and honesty are adhered to at all times 
and without exception. Doing the right thing even when no one is watching. 

 
INNOVATION 

An atmosphere where new and creative ideas are supported and encouraged by management 
and staff. An environment where employees are empowered to creatively solve problems and 

deliver excellent public service. 
 

SERVICE EXCELLENCE 
A commitment to providing our customers with the highest caliber of service in all areas of 

County government. 
 

QUALITY 
A work product that fulfills the needs of our customers and consistently meets the highest 

standards of workmanship, efficiency and effectiveness. 
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About Pasco County 

 

Pasco County was created by the Florida State Legislature on June 2, 1887 when Hernando 

County was divided into three parts, separating Citrus County to the north and Pasco County 

to the south. It is centrally located on Florida's West Coast, about 30 miles north of Tampa and 

50 miles west of Orlando. This unique location places Pasco County within both a nine-county 

region referred to as the “Nature Coast” as well as the four-county Tampa-St. Petersburg-

Clearwater Metropolitan Statistical Area. The County contains a total area of 868 square miles, 

of which approximately 747 square miles are land and the balance is water area. Pasco 

County’s 485,331 permanent residents make it the twelfth most populous county in Florida with 

a 2014 population density of 622.2 residents per square land mile.   

 

There are six incorporated municipalities within Pasco County comprising a total 2014 

estimated population of 39,785. New Port Richey is the largest city in the County with a 

population of 14,911. Dade City, the County seat, is the third largest city with a population of 

6,437. The remaining four municipalities include Port Richey, San Antonio, St. Leo, and 

Zephyrhills.  Approximately 445,546 residents live within unincorporated Pasco County. For 

comparison purposes, this total would make unincorporated Pasco County the second largest 

city in the State of Florida and the 6th largest “Municipal” jurisdiction. Close to major cities, but 

far from the hustle and bustle, the area boasts 20 miles of shoreline to the west, hilly terrain to 

the east and more than 100,000 acres of pristine wilderness to explore in between. The 

County has more than 100 square miles of managed recreation facilities including parks, 

preserves, artificial reefs, golf courses, and a network of hiking and biking trails. 
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Geography (1) Pasco Florida Cost of Living: 2013 Florida Price Level Index (FPLI) (6)

Land area (Square Miles) 746.89 53,624.76       Hernando 96.77

Persons/Square Mile 622.2 350.6              Pasco 98.83

Florida State Average 100.00

Nearest MSA Tampa-St. Petersburg-Clearwater Sarasota 100.97

Time Zone Eastern Pinellas 100.87

Hillsborough 100.75

County and State Population (1) Pasco Florida Manatee 100.05

1980 193,661          9,746,324       

1990 281,131          12,938,071     Employment (5) Pasco Florida

2000 344,768          15,982,824     Trade/Transport/Utilities 23.2% 20.9%

2010 464,697          18,801,332     Education & Health Services 20.3% 14.8%

2014 485,331          19,893,297     Government 16.0% 13.7%

Leisure & Hospitality 12.6% 13.8%

Cities and Population (3) Professional/Business Services 9.2% 14.9%

New Port Richey 14,911            Construction 6.8% 4.9%

Zephyrhills 13,288            Financial Activities 3.9% 6.7%

Dade City 6,437              Other Services 3.2% 3.2%

Port Richey 2,671              Manufacturing 3.2% 4.3%

St. Leo 1,340              Information 1.0% 1.8%

San Antonio 1,138              Natural Resources/Mining 0.6% 1.1%

Climate (4) Average Annual Wage (5) Pasco Florida

Average Temperature High Low All Industries 34,545            43,651            

January 71 47 Information 44,818            68,514            

April 82 58 Manufacturing 45,771            54,087            

July 92 72 Education & Health Services 44,829            45,582            

October 85 49 Financial Activities 41,609            63,006            

Government * 39,793            48,376            

Crime (5) Pasco Florida Professional/Business Services 37,687            52,963            

Crime rate, 2014 2,689.5 3,450.7 Construction 34,164            42,129            

(index crimes per 100,000 population) Trade/Transport/Utilities 29,280            39,181            

Admissions to prison per 100,000 208.8 168.4 Natural Resources & Mining 28,593            27,654            

population 2014 Other Services 25,183            31,139            

Leisure & Hospitality 15,799            22,490            

Per Capita Personal Income (5) Pasco Florida

2000 23,272.00       29,570.00       County and State Taxation (7)

2010 30,944.00       38,478.00       FY 2016 Adopted Ad Valorem Millage Rates

2013 32,975.00       41,497.00       Pasco County

  Government 7.6076

Percent in Poverty, 2013 (5) Pasco Florida   Schools (FY 2016 Millage) 7.1090

All ages in poverty 13.5% 17.1%   Municipal Fire Service 1.8036

Under age 18 in poverty 19.2% 24.8%   Transportation 0.0000

Ages 5-17 in families in poverty 18.2% 23.5% 16.5202

Labor Force (5) Pasco Florida Income Tax Rates (6)

% of population 18 years and older 55.9% 62.5% Corporate Income (State of Florida) 5.5%

Unemployment rate 6.7% 6.3% Personal Income (State of Florida) 0.0%

Sources: Sales Tax Rates (6)

1. United States Census Bureau State of Florida 6.0%

2. Google Maps Pasco County Local Option 1.0%

3. Bureau of Economic and Business Research; University of Florida, Gainesville

4. NOAA * Includes average salary of 91 establishments of

5. Office of Economic and Demographic Research; Florida Legislature  Federal, State, or Local Government

6. Pasco County Economic Development

7. Pasco County Property Appraiser

Pasco County Statistics
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Assessed Property Valuation and Millage Rates 
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Organization of Pasco County Government 
 
Pasco County government has been organized according to the Council – Administrator form of government 
since 1973.  As such, the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) sets policy, adopts legislation, and approves 
the budget. The BCC appoints an administrator to conduct the day-to-day county business, to prepare the budget, 
to oversee department heads, and to recommend policy to the board. 
 
The five members of the BCC are elected at large for staggered, four-year terms.  To accomplish this, two 
Commission seats are up for election in one election cycle with the remaining three Commission seats up for 
election in a second election cycle two years later.  The Chairman is elected annually by the members. 
 
The BCC is responsible for several appointments, one of which is a County Administrator to serve as the chief 
executive of the County. The Administrator serves at the pleasure of the Board.  Assisting the County 
Administrator are five Assistant County Administrators, and department and division heads. 
 
The County Board also appoints a County Attorney. The County Attorney provides legal services to the BCC, 
County departments and divisions, and independent County boards and commissions. 
 
In addition to the BCC, other elected officials include the Judiciary, the State Attorney, the Public Defender, and 
five constitutional officers, which include the Clerk and Comptroller, Property Appraiser, Sheriff, Supervisor of 
Elections, and Tax Collector. Although all of these elected officials are independent offices from the Board of 
County Commissioners, they receive some or all of their funding from the Board of County Commissioners. 
 
The District School Board of Pasco County is a completely separate local government agency not under control of 
the BCC.  The District School Board is comprised of five individuals elected countywide.  The Superintendent of 
Schools is a separately elected executive with the responsibility of operating the school system in accordance 
with Board policy.  
 
The organizational chart on the following page depicts the structure of Pasco County government. 



Organizational Chart of Pasco County 
Fiscal Year 2016 

Citizens of Pasco County 

Supervisor of Elections  

Brian Corley 

Property Appraiser 

Mike Wells, Sr, 

Tax Collector 

Mike Fasano 

Board of County  

Commissioners 

Clerk & Comptroller 

Paula S. O’Neil, Ph.D. 

Sheriff  

Chris Nocco 

Judicial 

Sean Crane 

County Attorney 

Jeffrey N. Steinsnyder 

County Administrator 

Michele Baker 

Public Safety and Administration  

Randy TeBeest 

Development Services Branch 

Don Rosenthal 

Internal Services Branch       

Heather Grimes 

Public Services Branch  

Cathy Pearson 

Utility Services Branch  

Bruce Kennedy 

Building Construction Services

Building Inspections 

Central Permitting 

Engineering Services 

Project Management 

Real Estate 

Survey 

Traffic Operations 

Planning and Development 

Code Compliance 

Current Planning 

Long-Range Planning 

Metropolitan Planning 

Zoning and Intake 

Public Works 

Road and Bridge 

Stormwater Management 

Facilities Management 

Fiscal Services 

Fleet Management 

Human Resources 

Information Technology 

Geographic Information 

   Systems (GIS) 

Office of Management & Budget 

Purchasing 

Central Stores 

Animal Services 

Community Development 

Community Services Team 

Cooperative Extension 

Elderly Nutrition 

Human Services 

Veterans Services 

Library Services 

Parks, Recreation & Natural Res. 

Fiscal & Support Services 

Parks & Recreation 

Natural Resources 

       Environmental Lands 

Public Transportation 

Administration & Support Services 

Environmental Lab 

Hazardous Waste 

Warehouse Services 

Customer Information & Services 

Engineering & Contract Management 

Operations & Maintenance 

Water Services 

Wastewater Services 

Reclaimed Water 

Solid Waste/Resource Recovery 

Landfill Operations 

Recycling & Education 

Emergency Management 

Fire/Rescue 

Ambulance Billing 

Fire Prevention 

Fire Rescue Training 

Fire Suppression 

Rescue 

Misdemeanor Probation 

Public Safety Communications 

Board of County Commissioners  

Ted Schrader District 1  

Mike Moore District 2  

Kathryn Starkey District 3  

Mike Wells District 4  

Jack Mariano District 5 

Strategic Policy Administrator  

Richard Gehring 

Customer Service       * 

Office of Economic Growth 

Office of Tourism Development 

Performance Development 

Public Information Office 

*These departments report directly to the County Administrator but the administration functions are managed with the assistance of the Public Safety & Administration Assistant County Administrator.


