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PASCO COUNTY TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 
July 20, 2016, 9:30 a.m. 
West Pasco Government Center  
New Port Richey, FL 

Tourist Development Council Members 
 

The Honorable Kathryn Starkey   The Honorable Camille Hernandez 
Chairman, BCC     Vice–Chair, Mayor, City of Dade City 

 
The Honorable Chopper Davis    John Heather 
City of New Port Richey     Saint Leo University 

 
Gail Cushman      Toby Caroline 
Days Inn & Suites     Paradise Lakes Resort  

 
Piyush Mulji     Pat Ciaccio 
Hampton Inn Dade City / Zephyrhills  Saddlebrook Resort 

 
 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER            9:30 a.m.  

2. Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Roll Call 

4. Adoption of Minutes 

a. TDC Minutes May 18, 2016 (With Correction) 

5. Public Comment 

6. New BUSINESS 

a.  Short Term Rental Information – Elizabeth Blair      TD16-042 

c. Savage Race Presentation        TD16-050 

7. Tourism Manager’s Report         TD16-051 

8. Board Member Comments 

9. Adjournment 

10. Addendum – SunWest -  BCC Action Request       TD16-052 

 

 
Next Meetings:   
 

 
 
TDC Meeting – August 17, 2016       Historic Courthouse, Dade City, FL 
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PASCO COUNTY TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
ANNOTATED MINUTES 

 
MAY 18, 2016 

 
PREPARED IN THE OFFICE OF 

PAULA S. O’NEIL, CLERK & COMPTROLLER 
 

THE MINUTES WERE PREPARED IN AGENDA ORDER 
AS PUBLISHED AND NOT IN THE ORDER 

IN WHICH THE ITEMS WERE HEARD 
 

9:00 A.M. 
 

WEST PASCO GOVERNMENT CENTER 
NEW PORT RICHEY, FL 

              
  

Tourist Development Council Members 
 
The Honorable Kathryn Starkey   The Honorable Camille Hernandez 
Chairman, Board of County Commissioners Vice-Chairman, Mayor City of Dade City 
 
The Honorable Chopper Davis   John Heather - ABSENT 
Councilman, City of New Port Richey  Saint Leo University 
 
Gail Cushman     Toby Caroline 
Days Inn & Suites     Paradise Lakes Resort 
 
Piyush Mulji - ABSENT    Pat Ciaccio 
Hampton Inn Dade City / Zephyrhills  Saddlebrook Resort 
              
  

1. Call to Order – 9:05 a.m. Vice-Chairman 
 
Vice-Chairman Hernandez called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. 
 
 
 

2. Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Ms. Donalee Schmidt, Deputy Clerk, gave the Invocation and led the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag. 
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3. Roll Call 
 
Ms. Schmidt called the roll.   Mr. Piyush Mulji and Mr. John Heather were absent.  
Chairman Starkey arrived to the meeting at 9:10 a.m. 
 
 
 

4. Adoption of Minutes 
 

a. TDC Minutes of April 20, 2016 
 
Vice-Chairman Hernandez requested a motion to approve the minutes. 
 
Motion to approve the April 20, 2016 minutes; motion carried. 
 
 
 

5. Public Comment 
 
No one spoke. 
 
 
 

6. New BUSINESS 
 

a. National Volleyball League, LLC 
TD16-040 

 
Ms. Melissa Piazza, NVL (National Volleyball League), showed a video of highlights 
from the 2015 volleyball season.  She spoke regarding the tours, events and the 
locations.  She was approached by Sunwest Park regarding a possible event at the 
park.  She wanted to schedule a “rise” event at Sunwest Park which would be a smaller 
version of the pro tour and would include amateur and junior divisions.  She spoke 
regarding the NVL, the prize amounts, pro tour stops, that Florida was very popular for 
beach volleyball, the planned events, local partnerships and marketing of the event. 
 
Mr. Ed Caum, Tourism Manager, explained the request was for $30,000.00 and Staff 
had recommended $5,000.00.  He noted there was $10,000.00 of ESA monies 
remaining for this year. 
 
Discussion followed between Ms. Piazza, Staff and the Council Members regarding this 
would be a super event to promote; the tour schedule; growing the event; they were 
looking to hold the event Memorial Day weekend; costs involved with the pro tour; the 
requested amount; offsetting site expenses; developing partnerships; the need to not 
set the expectations too high; title sponsor; the possibility of taking the event to a 
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national level; the number of teams involved; that the applicant would like to see more 
than $5,000.00; this would be a seed event; possible sponsorships; the prize package 
would draw the players; it was difficult to charge admission fees; currently the Sunwest 
Park Operator charged a gate fee; VIP tents; team participation fees; the possibility of 
having alcohol at the event; that the park operator was allowed to have alcohol sales; 
and available funding amount. 
 
Motion to approve sponsorship funding in the amount of $7,000.00; motion carried.                        
 
 
 

b. Special Event Marketing Program 
TD16-041 

 
Mr. Ed Caum, Tourism Manager, spoke extensively regarding the scoring process, the 
room night grid, and the spreadsheet that was distributed.  He noted the TDC had 
indicated they did not want to fund an entire marketing budget.  He reviewed the 
presentation guidelines with the applicants.   
 
Chairman Starkey arrived to the meeting at 9:10 a.m. 
 
Discussion followed regarding the process that would be followed.  It was the 
consensus of the Council to determine the funding amounts at the end of the 
presentations. 
 
Each of the following organizations gave presentations regarding their event, event 
partners, associated events, past events held, survey results, recycling, marketing 
strategies, geo-fencing, non-profit organizations who benefitted from the events, past 
TDC funding amounts, event growth, in-kind support, demographics, participating 
hotels, sponsorship levels, room nights, commercials, event volunteers, the use of 
social media, economic impacts to local businesses, and event attendance.  
 
Extensive discussion followed between the Council Members, event representatives 
and Staff regarding the events.  The event representatives responded to the various 
questions asked by the Council Members. 
 

Bug Jam – Randy Yoho 
Funding Requested - $20,000.00 
OTD recommended funding in the amount of $18,317.50 

 
Chasco Fiesta – Dan Sullivan 
Funding Requested – $26,000.00 
OTD recommended funding in the amount of $13,771.45 
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Cotee River Bike Fest – Chip Wichmanowski 
Funding Requested – $10,000.00 
OTD recommended funding in the amount of $4,900.00 

 
Kumquat Festival – John Moors 
Funding Requested – $8,300.00 
OTD recommended funding in the amount of $8,300.00 

 
Pasco County Fair – David Lloyd 
Funding Requested – $18,000.00 
OTD recommended funding in the amount of $5,260.14 

 
Rattlesnake Festival – Ann Kibby & Betty Burke 
Funding Requested – $3,678.00 
OTD recommended funding in the amount of $3,678.00 
 
Suncoast Arts Festival – Jennifer Lee 
Funding Requested – $3,599.00 
OTD recommended funding in the amount of $2,355.00 

 
Discussion followed between the Council Members and Staff regarding the various 
events; the requested funding; Staff’s recommended funding amount; how Staff 
developed their recommended funding; sponsorship funding levels; how weather could 
affect events; possible funding amounts; the need to track the growth of the events; the 
rodeo circuit; that the rodeo was a major event; and the available funding.  
 
Mr. Caum spoke regarding meetings held with the Pasco County Fair representatives to 
make the event funding work.  Staff did not want them to miss out on this grant cycle.  
He felt it may be better to market the rodeo that was held at the Fair.  He spoke 
regarding the rodeo competition process and the economic value of the rodeo.  He 
suggested the Council consider funding the Pasco County Fair and then next year 
transition the event into an Event Sponsorship Agreement.  This would move the event 
out of the grants program and into the sports program.   
 
Motion to approve Staff’s recommended funding in the amount of $3,678.00 for the 
Rattlesnake Festival; motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve Staff’s recommended funding in the amount of $8,300.00 for the 
Kumquat Festival; motion carried.  
 
Motion to approve funding in the amount of $2,500.00 for the Suncoast Arts Festival; 
motion was not called on. 
 
Motion to approve funding in the amount of $3,599.00 for the Suncoast Arts Festival; 
motion carried. 
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Motion to approve funding in the amount of $7,500.00 for the Cotee River Bike Fest; 
there was no second to the motion. 
 
Motion to approve funding in the amount of $6,000.00 for the Cotee River Bike Fest; 
there was no second to the motion. 
 
Motion to approve funding in the amount of $5,000.00 for the Cotee River Bike Fest; 
motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve funding in the amount of $12,500.00 for the Pasco County Fair; 
motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve Staff’s recommendation of funding in the amount of $18,317.50 for 
the Bug Jam; motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve funding in the amount of $15,000.00 for the Chasco Fiesta; motion 
carried. 
 
 
 

7. Short Term Rental Information – Elizabeth Blair 
TD16-042 

 
Chairman Starkey said the item would be moved to a future meeting. 
 
Ms. Elizabeth Blair, Senior Assistant County Attorney, asked that the TDC Members 
review the information prior to the next meeting. 
 
Discussion followed regarding collection of the monies; illegal short term rentals; and 
that the County could only collect from the people who were properly registered with the 
State and operating under the Ordinance. 
   
 
 

8. Tourism Manager’s Report 
TD16-043 

 
Ms. Lauren St. Martin, Tourism Marketing Coordinator, spoke regarding the Google 
Analytics Training that was held in Atlanta.  She displayed photographs from the I-75 
Welcome Center and the Atlanta Welcome Center, and spoke regarding the use of 
internal TVs and touch screens.  She also mentioned the gifts sent to the German 
dignitaries.   
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 Conference Attendance and Special Engagements 
 

 Visit Florida Marketing Committee – May 12 

 Expo Travel at the Villages – May 6 

 FADMO Marketing Conference – Tourism Staff - May 18-20 

 Florida Sports Foundation Annual Meeting – Ed Caum – May 25-27 
 
Mr. Ed Caum, Tourism Manager, spoke regarding the groundbreaking at Werner Boyce, 
that Staff would be attending the FADMO Marketing Conference this afternoon, and that 
he would be attending the Florida Sports Foundation Annual Summit.  He noted the 
National Tourism Luncheon went well and that they had created some “good buzz” over 
National Tourism Week by releasing a press release.   
 
 

Website, Social Media and Marketing Update - Lauren St. Martin 
 
 Pasco County Tourism on Facebook – 9,131 Fans 

 May E-Newsletter 
 
Ms. Lauren St. Martin, Tourism Marketing Coordinator, provided an update regarding 
Social Media and the May E-Newsletter.  She provided a cycling update and displayed 
photographs of the wayfinding signs. 
 
 

Old Business 
 
 Gran Fondo appreciation letter – Commissioner Starkey 

 
Chairman Starkey distributed a letter that was received from the Gran Fondo 
representatives. 

 
Mr. Ed Caum, Tourism Manager, explained they had received a thank you letter from 
the Gran Fondo representatives for the BCC and TDC support.   
 
 

 Pasco County Tourism Week Resolution – Commissioner Starkey 
 
Mr. Ed Caum, Tourism Manager, noted a Tourism Week Resolution had been adopted.   
 
 
 
Mr. Ed Caum, Tourism Manager, explained they were working on a carry forward of 
monies left from last fiscal year.  Normally, these funds would be placed into reserves 
and contingencies.  The current amount was over $600,000.00.  He asked if the Council 
members would consider moving the money from last year which totaled $89,000.00 
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forward into the promotions and administration section.  This would place more funds 
into their event sponsorship agreements.  He explained this process had not been 
followed in the past and the County Administrator wanted to be sure there was clear 
direction from the Council members.  He spoke regarding the procedure for removing 
funds from reserves.   
 
Ms. Elizabeth Blair, Senior Assistant County Attorney, said she had not been asked 
about this process.  She explained they needed to recognize that the Tourism Plan 
allocated their money into certain percentages and categories.  As long as they were 
not violating the rule of the “pots” and the funds were being moved from the “proper pot” 
they would not need to amend the Tourism Plan. 
 
Discussion followed regarding the Council’s agreement with Mr. Caum’s suggestion; 
that the item had been delayed due to Staff turnovers in OMB; a desire to have a 
spending plan when they moved forward; and the carry forward monies. 
 
Mr. Caum said Mr. Gehring had asked him to develop a plan so that it would happen on 
a regular basis. 
 
Motion to approve Staff’s recommendation; motion carried. 
 
Mr. Ciaccio clarified they had the ability to move a certain percentage of the funds 
forward as long as they stayed in the correct categories. 
 
Ms. Blair stated that was correct. 
 
 
 
Chairman Starkey spoke regarding issues with the website. 
 
Ms. Lauren St. Martin, Tourism Marketing Coordinator, explained part of the carry 
forward money included other contracted services.  Staff hoped to use $15,000.00 to re-
do the website and hoped to use a tourism website developer.   
 
 
 
Mr. Ed Caum, Tourism Manager, provided an update regarding the Dick’s Tournament 
and explained they had started the process in August 2015 and had gone back and 
forth with multiple proposals.  He thanked Staff for their assistance regarding the item.  
He explained further they were trying to make sure they did not keep getting billed.  
Staff wished to activate their own sponsorships on their own park.  The representative 
wanted to charge them to activate signage at his event at the County park.   
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Ms. Elizabeth Blair, Senior Assistant County Attorney, explained the representative had 
repeatedly tried to change the deal the Council saw months ago.  They were trying to 
profit as much as possible at the County’s expense. 
 
 

New Business 
 
 Jack Phethean’s resignation 

 
Mr. Ed Caum, Tourism Manager, explained Mr. Phethean had resigned from the 
Council.  Staff would develop recognition for Mr. Phethean’s years of service.  He 
requested permission to open up the application process.  An applicant had indicated 
an interest.  He reviewed the process that would be followed. 
 
 

Past / Upcoming Events 
 
 Caliente Bare Dare – May 13, 2016 

 USBC Bowling – May-June 
 
Mr. Caum reviewed the past and upcoming events. 
 
 
 

9. Board Member Comments 
 
Chairman Starkey spoke regarding the Spokane Visitor Center, the food policy effort, 
and “U-Pick” places that had turned into great tourism spots.  She suggested the U-Pick 
be included on the website. 
 
Mr. Ed Caum, Tourism Manager, noted he had been appointed as Chair of the Visit 
Florida Cultural Heritage Natural and History Council.  They were trying to move people 
through the “food to table” experience.  He spoke regarding items placed on the 
website. 
 
Mr. Richard Gehring, Strategic Policy Administrator, noted Pasco was “technologically 
challenged” and were never on the cutting edge.  The communication structure was not 
where it needed to be and tourism may need to lead the way on this issue.   
 
Mr. Caum spoke regarding the content of the website.   
 
 
Mr. Caum asked if the TDC wished to cancel the June meeting.  He knew of no one 
else who wished to come before the Council.  The next meeting would be scheduled on 
July 20, 2016 in New Port Richey. 
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The TDC Members were in agreement to cancel the June meeting. 
 
 
 

10. Adjournment 
  
The meeting adjourned at 12:19 p.m. 
 
 
      TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 
      REGULAR MEETING 
      MAY 18, 2016 
 
 
Office of Paula S. O’Neil, Clerk & Comptroller 
 
 
Prepared by:        
  Donalee Schmidt, Operations Lead 
  Board Records Division 
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COMMISSION: ALL 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
AGENDA MEMORANDUM 

FILE NO. : TD16-042 

TO: Tourist Development Council 

SUBJECT: Short Term Rentals Information 

FROM: W. Elizabeth Blair, Sr. Assistant County Attorney 

BACKGROUND SUMMARY/ALTERNATIVE ANALYSIS: 

DATE: 5/16/16 

The purpose of this item is to provide information to the Tourist Development Council regarding 
Vacation Rentals (also known as "Short Term Rentals") in Pasco County. In 1999, the Pasco County 
Board of County Commissioners adopted Ordinance No. 99-21 , codified as Section 402.5.B. of the 
Land Development Code, putting in place restrictions on the then proliferations of vacation rentals and 
to address impacts by vacation rental renters on the surrounding neighborhood . 

Since that time, the number of legally existing vacation rentals has decreased to (52) from 
approximately 200. However, it has become obvious that due to the ease of renting through the 
internet, the number of vacation rentals have increased. Web sites such as Airbnb, Home Away and 
Vbro , display Pasco County residences for rent on a short term basis. Although these rentals are not 
authorized by the County's Ordinance, enforcement is nearly impossible given the current Code 
Compliance staffing levels and due process requirements of noticing and repeated inspections prior to 
enforcement actions. 

Vacation rentals operating both legally and illegally in the County do not generate nearly the level of 
Code Compliance complaints as in the 1990's that led to the drafting of Ordinance No. 99-21. Most 
complaints to the Code Compliance Department are in regards to traffic and unrecognized vehicles in 
the neighborhood. Previous complaints usually centered around noise and wild parties. 

2011 Legislation restricted local government regulations of vacation rentals , but Pasco was able to 
carve out an exemption for itself. Vacation rentals are required to pay the Tourist Development Tax 
both under Section 125.0104, Florida Statutes and the County's Land Development Code. It is 
impossible to determine at this time to what extent vacation rental owners are not paying this tax. 

In Pasco County, the Tourist Development Tax is collected through a process where the rental owner 
must register with the Florida Department of Revenue and then collect and remit the tax monies to the 
Department. Monthly, the Department forwards that tax revenue minus a three (3%) percent 
collection/administration fee to the County's Office of Tourism Development. It is possible to have the 
tax collected locally through the Pasco County Tax Collector by adopting an ordinance providing for 
local administration and entering into an lnterlocal Agreement between the Tax Collector and the Board 
of County Commissioners. If collected locally, it may be easier to determine if rental owners are 
remitting the tax. 

ATTACHMENT($) : 
1. Section 402.5.B Pasco County Land Development Code 
2. Sales and Use Tax on Rental of Living or Sleeping Accommodations 
3. Florida Department of BPR Vacation Rental Licensing Information 
4. Legislative Issue Briefs on Vacation Rentals 
5. Sun Sentinel article regarding vacation rentals 

TD16-042 
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CHAPTER 400. PERMIT TYPES AND APPLICATIONS 

SECTION 402. USE PERMITS 

402.5 . Miscellaneous Uses 

A Temporary Uses (Reserved) 

B. Vacation Rentals (formerly known as Short-Term Rentals) 

1. Intent and Purpose 

The intent and purpose of this section is to minimize conflicts 
occurring between vacation renters and permanent residents; to 
require explicit approval and notification for developments which 
intend to allow vacation rentals; and require the registration and 
monitoring of such units by both those that own and those that 
manage vacation rentals and who benefit economically there from and 
possess the authority to remedy problems that arise as a result of 
vacation rentals. 

2. Applicability 

Nothing herein shall be construed to affect the validity or to otherwise 
prevent the enforcement of deed restrictions , or other similar 
instruments which, either explicitly or implicitly prohibit vacation 
rentals within a subdivision , planned unit development, condominium, 
or MPUD Master Planned Unit Development. 

3. Existing Nonconformities 

Certain vacation rentals were eligible for nonconforming 
(grandfathered) status in accordance with Ordinance No. 99-21 and 
are on file with the County Administrator or designee. 

4. Approval Required 

Except for those vacation rentals grandfathered above, pursuant to 
Ordinance No. 99-21, no existing or future dwelling units may be 
utilized for vacation rental purposes unless specifically authorized by 
the County through the Conditional Use process or an MPUD Zoning 
Amendment. 

Individual dwelling units located within a platted subdivision or 
condominium will not be authorized as a vacation rental through the 
Conditional Use process or an MPUD Zoning Amendment. Rather, 
the Board of County Commissioners may only authorize future 
vacation rentals in: 

a. The entire subdivision/condominium; or 

Page 402.5-1 
wpdatalldcrw/ldc402.5mi scellaneoususes 

Land Development Code 
January 1, 2012 
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b. A distinct section, unit, or increment of the subdivision/ 
condomin ium. 

5. Application Requirements, Existing Platted Subdivision or 
Condominium 

a. Applications for vacation rental approval in an existing 
subdivision/condominium may be submitted by any lot or unit 
owner. 

b. Applications must be accompanied by a petition in favor of the 
application signed by the owners of a minimum of fifty-one (51) 
percent of the lots/units. 

6. Additional Notice Requirements 

In addition to any other notice required by the Conditional Use 
process/MPUD Zoning Amendment process, written notice (Certified 
Mail , Return Receipt Requested) shall be mailed by the applicant at 
least twenty (20) days prior to the public hearing to each lot/unit owner 
within the subdivision/condominium for which the application is being 
made and to each lot/unit owner with in 250 feet of the boundary of the 
application. The boundary of the application shall be the entire platted 
subdivision/condominium even if only a distinct section , unit, or 
increment is proposed as the subject of the application. 

The applicant shall use the latest mailing address on file with the 
Property Appraiser for notification . Proof of mailing shall be furnished 
to the County seven (7) days prior to the public hearing . 

7. Required Standards 

wpdata/ldcrw/ldc402.Smiscellaneoususes 

In determining whether or not to allow vacation rentals , the following 
factors shall be considered in addition to the factors required in this 
Code for Conditional Uses/MPUD approval: 

a. The ratio of vacation rentals to total lots within the 
subdivision/condominium; 

b. The setbacks between dwelling units within the subdivision/ 
condominium; and 

c. Any other factor affecting the compatibility of vacation rentals 
with residential dwelling units not being utilized as vacation 
rentals and lots/units located within 250 feet of the boundary of 
the application . 

Page 402.5-2 Land Development Code 
January 1, 2012 
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8. Post Approval Notification Requirements 

wpdata/ldcrwlldc402.5miscellaneoususes 

Upon receiving vacation rental approval by the County, notices that 
vacation rentals will be allowed shall be provided as follows : 

a. Homeowners' Documents 

Within ten (10) days of approval for vacation rentals, or prior to 
the sale of any lots/units within the subdivision/condominium, 
whichever occurs first , the deed restrictions for the subdi­
vision/condominium or instruments similar in function to deed 
restrictions shall indicate that vacation rentals are allowed 
within the subdivision/condominium and shall set forth the 
definition of "vacation rental" contained in this Code. 

If the definition of "vacation rental" contained herein is more 
permissive than what is allowed in the subdivision/ 
condominium, a more restrictive definition of "vacation rental" 
may be set forth. If vacation rentals are allowed in less than 
the entire subdivision/condominium, the deed restrictions shall 
identify the distinct section, unit , or increment in which 
vacation rentals are allowed. 

b. Recorded Notice 

A document to be entitled "Notice of Vacation Rentals," which 
document shall boldly note that vacation rentals are allowed 
within the subdivision/condominium, shall be recorded by the 
applicant in the Public Records, separate from the deed 
restrictions or instruments similar in function for the 
subdivision/condominium. A copy of the recorded notice must 
be provided by the applicant to the County Administrator or 
designee, within ten (10) days of approval for vacation rentals , 
or prior to the sale of any lots/units within the 
subdivision/condominium, whichever occurs first. 

c. Posted Notice 

Within ten (10) days of approval for vacation rentals, or prior to 
the sale of any lots/units within the subdivision/condominium, 
whichever occurs first, notice, including the definition of 
"vacation rental" must be posted in a conspicuous place in the 
sales office or model center, if any, for the subdivision/ 
condominium, and shall also be included in any sales 
literature for the project. If the definition of "vacation rental" 
contained herein is more permissive than what is allowed in 
the project, a more restrictive definition may be included in the 
notice. In addition, if vacation rentals are allowed in less than 
the entire subdivision/condominium, the notice shall identify 
the distinct section , unit, or increment in which vacation rentals 

Page 402.5-3 Land Development Code 
January 1, 2012 
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are allowed. The notice shall be in no less than bold , fourteen 
(14) point font , and shall contain substantially the following 
language: 

NOTICE OF VACATION RENTALS 

(Name of subdivision/condominium) 

(Name of developer/owner) 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROSPECTIVE 
PURCHASERS: 

Vacation rentals are allowed within (name 
of subdivision/condominium). A vacation 
rental is defined by the County as a 
dwelling unit, which is advertised or made 
available more than three (3) times per 
year for periods of fewer than thirty 
(30) days or one (1) calendar month at a 
time, whichever is less, for use, occupancy, 
or possession by the public. Timeshares, 
vacation rentals, and holiday rentals 
meeting this definition are examples of 
vacation rentals. 

If you have any questions regarding 
vacation rentals , you may call the Pasco 
County Zoning and Site Development 
Department at (727) 847-8132 . 

d. Notice to Buyer 

In addition to the notice required above, prior to the execution 
of a contract for sale and purchase of a lot/unit within a 
subdivision/condominium in which vacation rentals have been 
authorized , the seller of such lot/unit, whether the developer or 
a subsequent owner, and whether the lot/unit is improved or 
unimproved, shall provide written notice to any prospective 
purchaser that vacation rentals are allowed within the 
subdivision/condominium. The notice shall be in substantial 
conformance with the Notice of Vacation Rentals set forth 
above and must contain a sworn statement signed and dated 
by the seller indicating that the seller has advised the 
prospective purchaser of the presence of vacation rentals in 
the subdivision/condominium, along with a sworn statement 
signed and dated by the prospective purchaser indicating that 
the purchaser has been advised by the seller of the presence 
of vacation rentals in the subdivision/condominium. Both the 
seller and the prospective purchaser shall be given a signed 
copy of the notice. 

Page 402.5-4 Land Development Code 
January 1, 2012 
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e. Grandfathered Unit Notice Requirements 

Units grandfathered pursuant to Section 402.5.B.3 shall be 
required to only comply with the notice requirements of 
Sections 402.5.B.8.b, c, and d. 

9. Registration 

wpdata/ldcrw/ldc402.5miscellaneoususes 

a. The property owner and management company, if applicable, 
shall , on or before September 30th of each year for each 
dwelling unit that is approved by the County as a vacation 
rental, register each unit with the County Administrator or 
designee, pay a registration fee, and obtain a business tax 
certificate from the Tax Collector. The application for such 
registration shall include: (1) the name, telephone number, 
e-mail address, and mailing address of the management 
company managing the vacation rental ; (2) the name, 
telephone number, e-mail address, and mailing address of the 
owner of such unit; (3) the street address of the unit ; (4) a 
telephone number at which a representative of the 
management company can be reached twenty-four (24) hours 
per day. The number(s) submitted must be either a published 
local number or a toll-free number; and (5) a copy of the 
license required under Chapter 509, Florida Statutes. Only 
one ( 1) business tax certificate need be obtained for each 
management company on an annual basis regardless of the 
number of properties managed under the said license. Finally, 
all vacation rentals , transient lodging , and bed and breakfasts 
on which payment is made to rent, lease, let, or use for a 
period of six (6) months or less are subject to the County's 
Tourist Development Tax and collections, Chapter 106 of the 
Pasco County Code. Any dwelling unit which does not comply 
with these provisions shall not be utilized as a vacation rental. 

b. Within thirty (30) days of the annual registration or due date for 
the tax, the unit shall not be utilized for a vacation rental. The 
owner of the unit and the management company for the unit 
shall amend or correct registration information within fifteen 
(15) calendar days of any change to ensure that the 
information on file with the County Administrator or designee is 
both current and accurate. 

c. Registration fees and fines collected for violation of the 
provisions of this ordinance shall be deposited in a separate 
County account to be used to provide funds for additional 
Code Enforcement Officers to ensure compliance with the 
terms of this section . 

Page 402.5-5 Land Development Code 
January 1, 2012 
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10. Requirements for Operation 

wpdata/l dcrw/ldc402. 5mi see I laneoususes 

All approved vacation rentals including grandfathered units shall 
comply with the following requirements: 

a. Except where the requirements of this section are more 
stringent, vacation rentals shall comply with all requirements 
for public lodging establishments under Chapter 509, Florida 
Statutes, and any other applicable local , State, and Federal 
regulations. 

b. A copy of the Chapter 509, Florida Statutes, license, and the 
local business tax certificate for both the vacation rental and 
the management company for the unit shall be displayed on 
the back of the main entrance/exit door to the unit. The 
management company's telephone number shall be listed on 
its license. 

c. Each vacation rental must have an operable telephone with 
the words "In Case of Emergency Dial 911" or similar words 
displayed in a prominent position on or by each telephone in 
the unit. 

d. Each person occupying a vacation rental and each person or 
entity responsible for the housekeeping of the unit must be 
notified of all rules for trash collection. This notice must 
include information on the days of trash collection for the unit, 
the required use of trash containers, and applicable limitations 
on how trash may be stored until the day before collection. 

e. The maximum occupancy limits for vacation rentals shall be 
two persons per separate, enclosed bedroom. Persons who 
stay overnight in a unit shall be considered occupants of the 
unit irrespective of whether or not they are listed as occupants 
on the rental contract for the unit. 

f. A vacation rental unit shall not be made available for a period 
of less than six (6) days at a time. 

g. Loading and unloading of buses shall not be allowed within the 
residential areas of a subdivision or condominium. For the 
purposes of this provision , any vehicle designed to seat more 
than fifteen (15) adults shall be considered a bus. School 
buses and public buses are exempt from the provisions of this 
paragraph. 

h. A written log recording the names and addresses of all 
persons occupying a vacation rental unit, whether or not for 
exchange of consideration , and the length and dates of each 
person's occupancy shall be kept for each rental unit and shall 
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wpdata/ldcrw/ldc402.Smiscellaneoususes 

be provided to the County Administrator or designee at 
8731 Citizens Drive, New Port Richey, Florida , for inspection 
within seventy-two (72) hours of mailing a written request. 

i. A notice in substantial conformance with the following shall be 
posted on the back of the main entrance/exit door to each 
vacation rental in no less than a twelve (12) point font: 

NOTICE TO OCCUPANT 

This unit is located within a residential 
community. Please be considerate of your 
neighbors. The following are some of the local 
laws and community restrictions that you should 
be aware of during your stay: 

1. Trash : All trash must be placed 
in a covered , watertight, trash 
container. Trash may not be 
stored in such a manner that it 
may become deposited on public 
property or the property of 
another or in a manner that it 
otherwise becomes a nuisance. 
Trash must be disposed of at 
least twice a week. Garbage 
collectors will pick up your trash 
on (owner/management comp­
any shall verify days of collection 
and insert here). To ensure that 
your trash is picked up, please 
place your trash containers by 
the road after 5:00 p.m. , the day 
before pickup. Trash cans must 
be removed from the roadside 
the same day trash is picked up. 

2. Noise: It is unlawful in the 
County to create noise at such a 
level or for such duration that the 
noise unreasonably interferes 
with your neighbors' comfortable 
enjoyment of their property or 
disturbs the peace and tranquility 
of the neighborhood. 

3. Animals : Dogs, cats , or other 
pets may not roam free outside 
of your unit. When outside, your 
dog must either be leashed or 
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fenced and pet owners must 
clean up after their pet(s). 

4. Clothing : With the exception of 
nudist and clothing-optional 
communities , you must wear 
clothes while in publ ic or any 
other place where you are 
readily visible to the public or 
your neighbors. Females must 
wear both a top and a bottom, 
while males must wear a bottom. 
G-strings and similar articles of 
clothing are insufficient for this 
purpose. 

The above notice may be modified when 
homeowners' association restrictions or 
restrictions imposed by the unit owner are more 
stringent than the listed regulations. In addition, 
restrictions may be added to the notice. Any 
restrictions varying from or added to the notice 
shall not infringe upon any civil rights 
guaranteed by the United States or State 
Constitutions. 

11 . Enforcement 

Violations may be addressed by any of the methods of this Code, 
Section 108, or revocation of approval of a Conditional Use or 
revocation of the registration of the vacation rental. 

Both the management company and the owner of a vacation rental 
shall be responsible for compliance with and shall be held jointly and 
severally responsible for violations of this section . 

12. Tourist Tax 

wpdatalldcrw/ldc402.5miscellaneoususes 

a. All vacation rentals on which payment is made to rent, lease, 
let, or use for a period of six (6) months or less are subject to 
the County's Tourist Development Tax and collections, 
Chapter 106 of the Pasco County Code and Section 125.0104, 
Florida Statutes. 

b. Any residential dwelling unit used as a vacation rental which 
does not comply with this provision shall not be utilized as a 
vacation rental. 
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FLORIDA 

What is Taxable? 

Sales and Use Tax on 
Rental of Living or 

Sleeping Accommodations 

GT-800034 
R. 09/15 

Florida imposes sales tax on rental charges or room rates paid for the right to use or occupy living or 
sleeping accommodations. Rental charges include any charge for the use of items or services 
required to be paid as a condition of the use or possession of the accommodation . Florida law refers 
to these living or sleeping accommodations as "transient accommodations. " Most counties have a 
discretionary sales surtax that is imposed on rentals of transient accommodations. Form DR-15DSS 
provides a list of Florida counties and their surtax rates and is available in the "Forms and 
Publications" section of the Department's website at www.myflorida.com/dor. 

In addition, many counties impose a local option tax on transient accommodations, such as a tourist 
development tax, convention development tax, tourist impact tax, or municipal resort tax. Many of 
these counties self-administer the taxes. When a county self-administers a transient rental tax, the 
tax collected is reported and paid directly to the county. Form DR-15TDT provides a list of Florida 
counties and their local option transient rental tax rates and is available on our website. 

Contact your local county taxing agency to determine if your county imposes a local option tax on 
transient accommodations and if you are required to report and pay this tax directly to your local 
county taxing agency or if you should report and pay this tax to the Department. 

Examples of transient accommodations include: 

• Hotel or motel. 

• Apartment house or any other multiple unit structure (for example: duplex, triplex, 
quadraplex, or condominium). 

• Roominghouse. 

• Tourist or mobile home court (for example: trailer court, motor court, recreational vehicle 
camp, or fish camp). 

• Single-family dwelling . 

• Garage apartment. 

• Beach house or cottage. 

• Cooperatively owned apartment. 

• Condominium parcel. 

• Timeshare resort. 

• Mobile home. 

• Vehicle or other structure, place, or location held out to the public to be a place where 
living quarters or sleeping or housekeeping accommodations are provided to transient 
guests in exchange for payment. 

• Boats with a permanent fixed location at a dock and not operated on the water away from 
the dock by the tenant. 

Florida Department of Revenue, Sales and Use Tax on Rental of Living or Sleeping Accommodations, Page 1 
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What is Ex em pt? 
Certain leases and rentals are exempt from sales tax. The owner or owner's representative must 
keep documentation to support the exempt transaction. These transactions are exempt: 

• Rental charges or room rates paid by a person who has a signed, bona fide written lease 
for a continuous residence longer than six months. If there is no written lease, and a 
person has continuously resided at any one location for a period longer than six months 
and has paid the tax on the rental charges or room rates due at that location for the first 
six months, additional charges for continuous residence at that location are tax-exempt. 

• Rental charges or room rates paid by a full-time student enrolled in an institution offering 
postsecondary education. A written statement from an official of the student's institution, 
documenting that the student attends the institution full time, is proof of the student's 
full-time enrollment. 

• Rental charges or room rates paid by military personnel who are on active duty and are 
present in the community under official orders. Military personnel must provide a copy of 
the official orders or an overflow certificate issued to active duty military personnel making 
it necessary to occupy the accommodation . 

• Rental of accommodations in a migrant labor camp. 

Trailer Camps, Recreational Vehicle Parks, and Mobile Home Parks 
Rental charges at trailer camps, recreational vehicle parks, and mobile home parks (except mobile 
home lots regulated by Chapter 723, Florida Statutes) are taxable unless more than 50 percent of 
the total rental units are occupied by tenants who have continuously resided there for more than 
three months. When more than 50 percent of the total rental units available are occupied by tenants 
who have continuously resided there for more than three months, the owner or owner's 
representative of the camp or park must file a Declaration of Taxable Status - Trailer Camps, Mobile 
Home Parks, and Recreational Vehicle Parks (Form DR-72-2) with the Department to exempt the 
rental units from the transient rental taxes. All rental charges for accommodations at a camp or park 
are taxable until the owner or owner's representative informs the Department the charges qualify for 
exemption. 

This exemption only applies to the rental units. Any retail sales or rentals of tangible personal 
property (for example, non-grocery items and recreational equipment) or rentals of commercial 
rental property are taxable. 

Who Must Register to Collect Tax? 
The owner of living or sleeping accommodations must register each taxable accommodation 
separately. You can register to collect and report tax through our website. The site will guide you 
through an application interview that will help you determine your tax obligations If you do not have 
Internet access, you can complete a paper Florida Business Tax Application (Form DR-1). 

If the property owner uses a real estate brokerage firm, other entity, or other person (not an 
employee) to collect or receive rent or license fees on behalf of the owners (lessors), then such firm , 
entity, or person must register. Agents who are registering multiple properties for management and 
rental may complete an Application for Collective Registration for Short-term Rental of Living or 
Sleeping Aocommodations (Form DR-1C). You must complete a separate application for each 
county where property is located . 

Subleases 
Any person who leases a taxable accommodation and then subleases it to a third party must register 
as a dealer and collect the applicable tax due on the subrents, subleases, sublets, or licenses. The 
dealer may issue a copy of their current Florida Annual Resale Certificate to the property owner or 
property owner's representative to rent accommodations tax-exempt or take a credit for the tax paid to 
the owner or owner's representative on the original lease. 
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Any person, who cannot prove sales tax has been paid to the landlord, is liable to Florida for any 
applicable tax, interest, or penalty due on the subleased property. 

When is Tax Due? 
Returns and payments are due the first day of the month and late after the 20th of the month following 
each reporting period, whether you are filing monthly, quarterly, twice a year, or yearly. If the 20th 
falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or state or federal holiday, returns and payments will be timely if they are 
postmarked on the first business day after the 20th. Florida law requires you to file a tax return 
even if you do not owe sales and use tax. 

Electronic Filing and Payment 
We offer the use of our free and secure website to file and pay sales tax. You also have the option of 
buying software from a software vendor. For more information on electronic filing and payment 
options, visit our website. 

You may voluntarily file and pay taxes electronically; however, if you pay $20,000 or more in sales 
and use tax between July 1 and June 30 (the state fiscal year), you must use electronic funds transfer 
(EFT) for the next calendar year to pay your taxes. 

If you make tax payments using electronic funds transfer (EFT), you must initiate electronic payments 
no later than 5:00 p.m., ET, on the business day before the 20th . 

Penalty and Interest 
Penalty - If you file your return or pay tax late, a late penalty of 1 O percent of the amount of 
tax owed, but not less than $50, may be charged. The $50 minimum penalty applies even if 
no tax is due. Penalty will also be charged if your return is incomplete. 

Interest - A floating rate of interest applies to underpayments and late payments of tax. 
Current and prior period interest rates are posted on our website. 

Reference Material 
Tax Laws - Our online Revenue Law Library contains statutes, rules, legislative changes, opinions, 
court cases, and publications. Search the library for Rule12A-1 .061 , Florida Administrative Code, 
Rentals, Leases, and Licenses to Use Transient Accommodations. 

Brochures - Download these brochures from our "Forms and Publications" page: 

• Sales and Use Tax on Commercial Real Property Rentals (GT-800016) 

• Sales and Use Tax on Tangible Personal Property Rentals (GT-800038) 

• Taxation of Mobile Homes in Florida (GT-800047) 

Contact Us 

Information, forms, and tutorials are available 
on our website: www.myflorida.comldor 

To speak with a Department 
representative, call Taxpayer Services, 
8 a.m. to 7 p.m., ET, Monday through Friday, 
excluding holidays, at 800-352-3671 . 

For written replies to tax questions, write to: 
Taxpayer Services MS 3-2000 
Florida Department of Revenue 
5050 W Tennessee St 
Tallahassee FL 32399-0112 

To find a taxpayer service center near you, 
go to: www.myflorida.comldor/contact.html 

Get the Latest Tax Information 

Subscribe to our tax publications to receive 
due date reminders or an email when we post: 

Tax Information Publications (TIPs). 
Proposed rules, notices of rule 
development workshops, and more. 

Go to: www.myflorida.com/dor/list 
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Information 

Elevators 

Food and lodging 

Inspections 

Ucensin_g 

Reports & Statistics 

DIVISION OF HOTELS AND RESTAURANTS 

GUIDE TO VACATION RENTALS - DWELLINGS 

The D!Vis1on of Hotels and Restauran ts pr·ov1des the followi ng information as a general 
<:!uide for vacatron r·enta! - dweli ing !icensin<:J in Florida and does not represent this to be all 
rcqu!reme nV:=, ror rna1ntaining i:l. iicen'.;e . For cornpk~ te infonr1ation, we recornrnend you 
1·efe 1· to applicable li!w.:umd.J:.Yll!.ll and our H~li:filjng .. w.e.b.s.it.~. 

This webpage repl aces our brochure : DBPR rorrn HR 5025-753, Guide to Resort Dwelli ng 
Ucen~·~ing. 

Vacation Rentals 

Flor ida 1av; defines a vaet:ltion rcnt\)1 as 

... any unit or grnup of unit,: in a condominium or coop .rative or any 
1n 111 1dua ll y or coll ectively owned sing le-fam ily, two-family, three .. farniiy or 
four-fami!y l10use or dwelling unit tl1at is also a tr-ansient publ:c lodg ing 
estab!ish rTl ent but that is not a timesha re project. [Sru;:t!.Qf! ... @_j:l.~.4i.Cll[~}, 

fl9rida ... StC1tut.~s ... ffS}J 

The Division of Hotels and Restaurants :icenses vacation rental s in one of the folio ;ng 
cl a ssification~;: 

> A SINGLE t i<:t~ nse may inclurle one sin9Je .. f<"H'fl il y !louse or tovJ 11!10us~, or <! unit or group ot 
un its wittw1 a sing lC:'.' bu dclin1,; thdt are 01,·-1neti nnd opera tf! ti tJy the 1.>arne ind!v1clual person or 
entit y. A sinq!e l!censf' is n-..1t issuerJ to n ncen serJ agen t". 

> A GROUP license is a !h.::ense issued to a licensed agent to cover all rooms OI' umts w1tr1ln a 
buddir1~~ (ir ~uoup of bu ildi ng ~; i11 a :_;1 ngle complex. 

> A COLLECTIV E iiet~ n se is issued to a IJCensed aqenl who repre5en ts a coliective grou p of 
unib r-ou nd on '.i t:pnrdl: t·~ locations .. A. co!l t::ctivc- lict:nse b l1rni ted to 75 u111ts or less and is 
rest r·ictecl to counties v-.m h 111 one d istrict. 

"Licensed Agent" does not mean the operator of a m anagement company must ho!d a 
lic(.:: n ~;e from til e Divi:;ion of Real Estate . 

"Licensed Agenl' 11 r.n ;:.:ans that the operator of a rna nt~ gernen t cornpany has been "licensed '' 
tJy the prnpcrty/un it owner to r1ol d out the property/u rnt for rent on a transien t b<•sis . 
That the "·license" can be in the form of a ren tal agreement or contract between the two 
pa rti es . 

The esta blishment rnust display aH curren t licenses or copies of licenses 1n a conspicuous 
pla:e on the prem ises. 

Requirements 

Koep U1e unit clean, safe and in qoocl physical condition . 

TJ you provide bedding and lfnens, they rnu~~t b~~ cl ea n! unworn and properly stored. 
Mattress pads, bed sheets and blankets musl be apprnpriate ly sized to the rnatt•·ess or b d 
so tha t t!1e entire sleeping ar0.a of the rnattress is coverect. Sheets end pillowcases must 
t>e in good conc!ition r and ck~aned and changed be t:~Neen each gu e~> t or once a week, 
v.1h1chevr.:r comes first . Bedding iten1 s, such as n1att.resses, cornforters and pillows must 
be thorough!y aired, disi nfected and keot ciea n. 

If you provide soap, it. must be ava ilatile eiU1e r in individuall y wri\ pped b<irs or as liquid 
soa p 1n a c.iispenser. 

Baby cribs provided to guests must meet safety standards estabi:shed by the Consum er 
Products Safety CommisfilQ.n. 

Tf you provide dishes and g!as·;ware, they must be washed, rinsed, and sanitized between 
each gue~t . P1 aper vJarewash ing requires a three- compartrnent sin k or con1n1ercial 
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distHr1achine . Vacat ion n?nta l!; that do ncl have t he fac!!!l"ies l.o comply vJith th!s 
:·equ1rernent. rnust post a not.lee mforrnmg guests tha t the dishes and giassware have not 
been sanitized accor·dinq to pubi: c fooci se rvice estabi1shment standards. Tl1e notice must 
1nc;ucle the S(>ec if1c ianguaqe on U1.: ilQ1ig: availr. bie fro ·-n tile divis ion. 

Add all units to the state license be fore renting to guests, 

Ucens~:e s must fdc: periodic updates wi th the d:v i:;ion indicating which units hav(~ been 
added anr.1/or dropped frorn the Hcen-.;e. . For updates, send a hst of t he changes to your 
local dis!.r.ic .. offic;;,e. 

Additional Requirements 

The Fl ~nr.ia l3uildlng Code and Hor!da Fire s~1 F0ty Code :.~peo f y additional requi1·ern en t·;; 1 

inc iudinq occupancy nn1its 1 ernergency lighting and exits, f1re~safetv lnforrnation 1 smoke 
detectors, and fire extin9uic.hers. Please contact your !ocal bu iclling and fir ·e safety 
au t hontes to en ~;ure your c•sra }l ishrnent rncets those codes . 

Notice To Agents Holding Collective or Group Licenses 

.R!J.!g_!\1.{;.~..!.&0.4L4.1L9J .. ~ •. g_,, Flomla AC:rn irnstr'.lli vc Code (FAC), stat.es: 

In the cas .. :- of a coHective ncen~e rx group license, the licensed agent 
shaii be respons;ble for a ll violations pu 1·suant to Chapter 509, FS, and 
Chapters 61C-1 and 61C-3, FAC, J v iolations occurred while the unit or 
dwelling wa~; listed under trH~ licensed agent or as re fl ected in record~ f iled 
w ith the divic.1011. 

Fire Safety 

The divisior1 r·ec:ords r·eadily cb~ervabie fire safety itcrns du ring inspections . The d:vi s1on 
reports any itern L!'iat: rnay v ic:!ate fire saf ety requirernr~nt.s t.o t he State .. fiilil. .. !:1i! .. Lb.i!..LanrJ 
iocal f!;-e sa fety r.H1t.t1or ities , Pl ease contact trl em to ensure your estatJ1isr1rnent rneets fire 
scfety requ lf'ern.ent s. Genera! gu idel ines are : 

Install ~. rnoke der:.ectors in gue~;t. areas. 

Speca !in~d smoke detectors for tl1e hearing impa :red must be availa ble at a rate of one 
per e1.1e ry f1f~y renta l units or fraction thereof. There is c 1naxin 1urn requiren1ent of 5 
r1 e-~ ri ng irnpr:11red srnoke detectors for each Hcense, 

The electri cal system must be proper and sa:·e . Do not use extension cord:; . 

All unit ~~ rnust corn ply with the rcqu1rernents of NfPA i.O 1, the Life Safety Code . 

lf a rna3onty of the P~nt.a l unit's w1th1n J si ngle budding of three stories or more with 
;11terio1· means of egress or g1·eater t han 75 feet 111 height, vaca t ion 1·entals reqLnre 
automatic f ire sprinklers 1nsLa lled according to NFPA Chapter 13. 

1.1'1t1e r 1,v-:d;; !it ·.- ,, '11<'111 Jd fr .~v- -:> a't~ 1 .. 1t; i1r. r~ ri r t":'" lf y .... i rjr, no! ·:•an: \'fJUf e*rna • ;;~ r!rr~ r, s m l,..*<.:!.ed in rt>\pnn5r. 1.1~ .1 r n't:·rF.-C:Of,'S rP.Q 1:f- '",t, do :101 s<?nd r.ie,~t; ~fl1( Md•l In ttw: 
Font ~·; i 1";tt':-1J, f.· i;t :~r:11 "-~ nl!: r . by rn~!H? .-:-,, L>v t: ,\,111 ni:1l n1r.i l. If y ~)u In·:· .- <Wi q\ io:'!<o!1 ... 1;,, p'e;,-::r~ \"· 1t.·1:: t -:- '·0 .-h~ ?.1 1~5 . ~;\;"> H V tn S e:-t:.1n .oc•;.Ll~!.1), t 101it1::i: ~:t;;tutr,.c;, 

1•rt~·' l .;,~ Ot. ~ •'l' •'r 1. , 20.1 :· id!·r. 5t 'I:'':. ,r.en-:'t"d 1 .1rJ~ · Ch•Jpt ·•r <! ') 5, f .S. ;r:t:st pr;_:~··J~ t 1<:: fJt>p .irtlll'>lt w 1tt1 M• ~m.-,i~ ad.~r>'!<.:!. if !; 1' f h.:t ..: ~ on<: . The •.'rN.1i<.: prfJ'JioJ1-rJ rn...i y ri .. 1i:;,•j f,,r 

~•tf1r <'II r;: iilH •\J!l; ·.,t ir>n ;<1ith t he 1t:~ nS \"'t'. ~iG\ ~\'V J.:<" elld1J ,H:.in>-:'\1~·.; (;[" •; p;it.h,· r~ ;'.(.:rd. if v•., J dr, n~t ~ 1.-;I; 1! • ·.~upply a pt:- r~ •'tl..t\ dd•.kl~-; ~,, 11ft'J'>P. ~1r,,v 1d ~ tlw P~pr) rtnwnt ~1: tl1 ,,n ~:fl hli l 

iHl;Jr,~~-' 1'lh1< ll (.i.li) l:t• r <~tJ~ d'.lt•;l,1!·11: (l.' tiW r;I :t.i le". 
1>i ."bt' ,, t_!p c-ur ~.h~Pm_fiS_ll• ,,j, !<' dl.!,_;cr nine 11 you ·i v , -tre•~ t..... ..i L: v 1t11s ,:11r1 n1Jt•. 
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LEGISLATIVE 
ISSUE BRIEFS 

Vacation Rentals 

The Florida League of Cities SUPPORTS legislation that repeals the state preemption of the regulation 
of vacation rental properties in order to allow local governments to regulate such properties to protect 
the health and welfare of residents, visitors and businesses. 

Background: 
In 2011, the Florida legislature prohibited cities from regulating short-term vacation rentals. A short­
term vacation rental is defined as a property that is rented more than three times a year for less than 
30 days at a time. The legislation passed in 2011 included a provision that "grandfathered" any 
ordinance regulating vacation rentals prior to June 1, 2011. Since that time a number of cities, both 
"grandfathered" cities and those who did not have an ordinance in place, have experienced problems 
with these properties. The effect of the 2011 bill is that two separate classes of cities were created 
respective to vacation rentals, those with home rule authority and those without. 

In 2014, the legislature passed SB 356 which loosened the preemption on vacation rentals. The bill 
allowed local governments to adopt ordinances specific to vacation rentals so that they could address 
some of the noise, parking, trash, and life-safety issues created by the proliferation of vacation rentals 
in residential neighborhoods. U nfortunately, SB 356 left in place existing statutory language stating 
that cities cannot "prohibit" vacation rentals, or regulate the duration or frequency of the rental. 

Those cities fortunate enough to have an ordinance in place prior to the 2011 preemption are still 
allowed to regulate vacation rentals, but the questions remains whether these ordinances will remain 
valid if amended. Some city attorneys believe that these ordinances are "frozen" and any future 
amendments would cause a loss of the "grandfather." The problem with this is twofold. First, with 
the rise of popular rental websites like Vacation Rental by Owner (VRBO) and AirBnB making it easier 
to advertise and rent these properties, the number of vacation rentals in Florida has exponentially 
increased in the last four years. Second, as a result of this enormous growth in the vacation rental 
market, the scope of the problem has changed and ordinances adopted before 2011 may no longer be 
effective. 

It is important to note that many of our larger cities (with a larger professional s taf~ fell into the 
grandfathered category. They have retained the ability to regulate these properties through zoning and 
may have duration and frequency requirements . Some may still want to amend to adjust to a changing­
problem. They are reluctant to do so out of fear of losing their existing ordinance and with it their 
home rule authority. Recognizing that the ordinances on the books are no longer effective, cities want 
the ability to come up with solutions that work for their respective community, but because of the 
potential loss of the "grandfather," they are unable to do so. It is important to note that any potential 
amendments to existing ordinances would be vetted through numerous public hearings that allow 
neighboring homeowners, vacation rental owners, vaca tion rental managers, and local businesses the 
ability to weigh in on proposed legislation. 

26



Cities without vacation rental ordinances in place prior to June 1, 2011 have had their zoning authority 
stripped and are now seeing vacation rentals completely taking over residential neighborhoods. Long­
time residents are moving out as a result and the residential character of traditional neighborhoods is 
slowly being stripped away. 

The impacts of problematic vacation rentals on neighboring residents are felt in a number of ways: 

The Hotel Next Door - Commercial Activity in Residential Neighborhoods 
Houses that sleep 26 people are now present in what was once a traditional neighborhood. Because 
of the inability to regulate the duration of a renter's stay, these houses could experience weekly, 
daily or even hourly turnover. Obviously, the constant turnover of renters creates a number of 
issues for cities and neighboring property owners. Prior to the preemption, local governments 
were able to regulate this activity through zoning. Vacation rentals have become increasingly 
popular in the last five years and because a city cannot "prohibit" these properties, they are 
powerless to exclude vacation rentals from residential neighborhoods. As a result, investors, many 
of whom are located out-of-state or even in a different country, have purchased or built single­
family homes with the sole intent of turning them into vacation rentals. 

Loss of Zoning Authority 
Cities use zoning as a tool to prepare for future growth in their cities and also use it to control 
where commercial and residential properties are located. Hotels have different infrastructure needs 
than single-farn.ily residential properties. As residential neighborhoods are developed, the 
infrastructure installed is designed for the future use of the properties. Many neighborhoods have 
infrastructure in place with capacity for up to eight people per house. Now there are houses in 
these very same neighborhoods that sleep 26 people placing a significant strain on existing 
infrastructure. Commercial properties like bars, hotels and restaurants typically need more parking 
than a single-family property as well as have different operating hours and experience greater noise 
levels. The current law removes important land use and zoning tools that will impact how a city 
plans for future growth and levels of service. 

Noise Complaints 
Many neighboring residents complain of the noise generated by the vacationing renters next door. 
When people go on vacation, often their behavior changes - they may stay awake until later, 
consume a few more adult beverages throughout the day, or participate in recreational activities 
until later such as swimming at midnight while listening to music. Residents complain of the noise 
generated as a result. Many of these complaints are generated by the neighboring houses, but it' s 
important to note that many of our primarily-residential communities may not be located on a 
beach. Instead, they may be located on a canal that leads to the ocean or even a lake. Sound travels 
over water - and residents located more than a hundred yards away may be the ones that are 
calling and complaining to the police and their local elected officials. 

Some cities have noise ordinances, but these have proved problematic to enforce. One such 
example is Lighthouse Point- Lighthouse Point's ordinance requires sustained noise over a certain 
decibel threshold for 10 minutes. Many times after the police arrive at a residence, the noise dies 
down. These renters may leave the next day with new ones replacing th em. The new renters are 
often unaware of the noise ordinance or past complaints and may cause the same problems. The 
out-of-state property owner may not even be aware of the problems created by their renters and 
with the constant turnover, the problem ends as one renter leaves and begins again as new renters 

Contact: Casey Cook, Sr. Legislative Advocate - 850.222.9684 - i~~QQ]s.(£!::.flcitie~com 
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arrive. This causes a significant drain on law enforcement resources. \Vhen law enforcement 
officers are called to respond to noise complaints, one less officer is on the street either preventing 
crimes or solving crimes. 

Parking 
Many vacation rentals are located in single-family neighborhoods for families. The parking 
available in the driveway was built for two or three cars. \Vhen you now have a renovated house 
that sleeps 26, there will be more than three cars needed to get these renters to the property. As a 
result, many of these cars are parked on the street. Cars parked on the street make it tough for 
emergency vehicles to respond to emergencies and cause increased response times to emergencies 
in these neighborhoods. Cities have begun to adopt ordinances creating parking standards for 
vacation rental properties. Unfortunately, these ordinances only solve the parking issue and not 
any of the other issues created by commercial activity in a residential community. 

Revenue Issues 
There are approximately 16,000 licensed vacation rentals in Florida, but a quick search ofVRBO 
reveals tens of thousands more that are advertised. As stated earlier, a property rented more than 
three times a year for less than 30 days at a time meets the vacation rental definition and should 
be licensed by the state. The Department of Business and Professional Regulation (DBPR) is 
tasked with investigating unlicensed vacation rentals, but they lack the resources needed to 
investigate these complaints. Unlicensed vacation rentals could be costing the state of Florida 
millions each year from licensing revenue. 

Licensed vacation rentals are also required to charge a sales tax to renters and then remit this back 
to the state. Many licensed vacation rentals are not doing this and unlicensed vacation rentals most 
likely are not as well. Again, DBPR and DOR have limited resources and cannot adequately 
investigate complaints from local governments. The loss of sales tax revenue from these properties 
is likely costing the state millions in sales tax revenue. 

Some counties impose a tourist development tax (IDT) and vacation rental owners in these 
counties are required to collect and remit this money to the Department of Revenue (DOR). DOR 
also ha s limited resources and does not have the manpower to track down vacation rentals that 
are not paying the TDT despite numerous requests from cities around the state. 

Last year, the legislature began the conversation on vacation rentals and the League of Cities supported 
both HB 307 and SB 356. These bills were a step in the right direction, but only partially restored 
home rule to Florida's cities. Cities are still prevented from regulating the duration and frequency of 
the rentals and local zoning does not apply to these properties. 

Current Status: 
The House Local Government Affairs Subcommittee held a workshop on vacation rentals and a 
number of city officials from around the state, the Department of Business and Professional 
Regulation, and the Vacation Rental Managers Association provided comment to the committee. HB 
735 (Moraitis) and SB 1344 allow grandfathered cities to amend their vacation rental ordinance 
without losing their grandfather status. The bills also allow cities to set a minimum stay requirement 
of up to seven days for vacation rental properties. 

Revised: 4/27 /2015 

Contact: Casey Cook, Sr. Legislative Advocate - 850.222.9684 - ccook(clif1ci1ies.con1 
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Better regulate next-door vacation rentals - Sun Sentinel 

Opin ion I Editorials 

Better regulations needed for next-door 
vacation rentals 
By Sun Sen tinel Editorial Board 

. .l\UGUST 17 . 20 ! 5. 9 52 PM 

Page 1 of 3 

T he next battlefront in the sharing economy takes center stage today in Fort Lauderdale, this 

time with vacation rentals. 

Just as Uber has disrupted the taxi industry, websites such as Airbnb, FlipKey and homeaway.com -

which match homeowners with vacationers looking for a quick place to stay - are disrupting the 

hotel industry. 

But more than causing a disruption in the marketplace, these short-term home-sharing services are 

disrupting neighborhoods, which means it's time for government to act. 

In one instance on Coral Way, residents said the partying next door got so out of hand that a 

vacationer crashed his rented Bentley into a neighbor's home. City officials say it's not uncommon for 

neighbors to call police about drunk and disorderly vacationers next door. 

Given the growing complaints about too many cars, too many late-night parties and too much 

turnover in neighborhood homes, local regulations are sorely needed. 

Property owners have rights, of course, but they do not have the right to create a nuisance or avoid 

paying taxes. 

Tonight on second reading, Fort Lauderdale will consider an ordinance that would require people 

who offer their homes for short-term vacation rentals to register with the city, undergo annual 

inspections and pay bed and sales taxes, among other things. 

"People have been complaining that they feel they are living next to a hotel," says Fort Lauderdale city 

manager Lee Feldman. 

While we believe in free-market principles, government exists to keep people from causing harm to 

the greater community. Finding the proper regulatory balance can be tricky, but when your neighbor 

starts renting his house every weekend to 24 people at a time, it's time to try. 

"Basically," Feldman said, "its commercialization of the neighborhood." 

http: //www.sun-sentinel.com/opinion/editorials/fl-editorial-vacation-rental-gs08l8-201508... 4/20/2016 
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Fort Lauderdale would not be the first community in this tourist state to adopt reasonable 

restrictions on short-term vacation rentals in single-family neighborhoods. 

Page 2of3 

Less-strict regulations have survived a circuit court challenge in Flagler County, home to St. 

Augustine. 

But Key West has really taken the lead. Monroe County, which has a strict limit on short-term rental 

licenses, has cracked down on illegal vacation rentals. Its tax collector has been working to retrieve 

lost sales and bed taxes from their owners, and has even placed liens on people's properties. As a 

result, Airbnb this month reached a settlement that places more responsibility on Monroe 

homeowners to abide by local laws, plus pay their sales and bed taxes. 

It's not been easy for cities to address the problem of short-term vacation rentals, because in 2011 the 

Florida Legislature passed a law that largely prohibits local governments from regulating this new 

sector. However, Fort Lauderdale, to its credit, has come up with a proposal that looks not at what 

the city can't do, but what it can do under the law. 

Among the restrictions under consideration: 

- The number of renters allowed in any home in a single-family neighborhood would be capped at 

10; 

- The number of occupants in a one-bedroom property would be limited to four, with six people 

in a two-bedroom and eight people in a three-bedroom - with that cap of 10; 

- Registration and inspection fees would be required, initially costing $i,ooo; 

- Rentals to known sex offenders would be prohibited; 

- Compliance with noise standards and parking standards would be enforced; 

- Collection of sales and bed taxes would be mandatory. 

"There are ways," Feldman said, "to be a responsible rental operation so that it doesn't impact the 

neighborhood." 

The sharing economy is only going to become more prevalent in coming years. The time to get some 

reasonable restrictions in place is now. 

Copyright © 2016. Sun Sentine! 

http ://www.sun-sentinel.com/opinion/editorials/f1-editorial-vacation-rental-gs08l8-201508... 4/20/2016 
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This article is related to: Florida Legislature 

http: //www.sun-sentinel.com/opinion/editorials/fl-editorial-vacation-rental-gs0818-201508... 4/20/2016 
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
AGENDA MEMORANDUM 

 
  
COUNCIL MEMBERS: ALL FILE NO.:  TD16-050 DATE:  7/12/16 
 
SUBJECT: Event Sponsorship Agreement – Savage Race, Multiple Events (Spring 2017, Fall 2017 
and Spring 2018) – Mad Cap Events, LLC. - $60,000.00 ($20,000.00 per Event). 
 
THRU: Richard Gehring, Strategic Policy Administrator 
 
FROM: Ed Caum, Tourism Manager 
 
  
 
RECOMMENDED BOARD ACTION: 
 
The Office of Tourism Development (OTD) recommends the Tourist Development Council (TDC) 
approve the Alternative No. 1 
 
BACKGROUND SUMMARY/ALTERNATIVE ANALYSIS: 
 
The purpose of this item is to bring before the TDC the Office of Tourism Development’s (OTD) 
recommendation to enter into an Event Sponsorship Agreement (ESA) with Mad Cap Events, LLC. 
(MCE), for the Savage Race events to be held in Spring 2017, Fall 2017 and Spring 2018, at the Little 
Everglades Ranch in Dade City.   
 
Savage Race is a 5-7 mile running race featuring 25+ obstacles. First established in 2011, MCE has 
produced 11 Savage Race events in FL and 42 total events in seven states by the end of 2016. The 
promoter is estimating at least 12,000 participants and spectators per Event, and more than 1,200 
teams from 34 states and 6 countries.  
 
A professional photographer is present at each event to capture images to be used later in advertising 
and marketing campaigns. These albums are uploaded to the Savage Race Facebook page 
immediately following each event. Each photo in the Savage Race Florida albums features the Visit 
Pasco logo.  Additional to the photo album of the Event, Pasco County is also featured on the Savage 
Race website, all Savage Race emails, videos, course maps, race bibs, and an onsite billboard that 
travels to all Savage Race events across the U.S.  
 
In order to motivate the participants to stay at Pasco County hotels, MCE developed the website 
www.savagaracehotels.com which is linked to the event website and contains a booking engine with 
local hotels information. This link is also featured in all Savage Race emails, along with a link of “Things 
to do in Pasco County”. 
 
The promoter is requesting $20,000.00 per event, to offset the cost of the Facebook advertising 
campaign which markets potential participants across the U.S.  MCE is currently spending 3- 4 times 
more the amount of funding received to market the Event out of Pasco County. The aggressive digital 
campaign implemented by MCE has significantly increased the visibility of Visit Pasco in their Social 
Media and the results speak for themselves: more than 9,000 visitors and 1,174 room nights resulted 
from the last Savage Race held in March, 2016. 
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For producing more than 600 room nights per Event, the promoter qualifies to get additional funding 
according to the following grid, therefore the OTD recommends to fund this Event with $20,000.00 per 
Event (Spring 2017, Fall 2017 and Spring 2018 Savage Race events), for a total of $60,000.00.   
 

 
    
The available alternatives are as follows: 
 
1. Recommend the BCC enter into an ESA for $60,000.00 with MCE. 
 
2. Recommend the BCC enter into a different ESA with MCE. 
 
3. Do not recommend entering into an ESA with MCE. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/COST/REVENUE STATEMENT: 
 
Funding for the action will be available from the Event Sponsorship Account, #B113-115300-88201, in 
the FY 2016/2017 and FY 2017/2018 budgets. 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 
 

1. Event Sponsorship Application 
 

 
RG/EC/CS 
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Mad Cap Events, LLC dba Savage Race

Sean Wolters

1035 S. Semoran Blvd Ste 1013 Winter Park FL 32792

407-902-9648 407-902-9648

866-308-7802 sean@savagerace.com

X

Savage Race Florida Spring 2017; Savage Race Florida Fall 2017; Savage Race Florida Spring 2018

*3/18/2017 & 3/19/2017; 11/11/2017 & 11/12/2017; 3/17/2018 & 3/18/2018

* Event dates are tentative and dependent on venue availability and competitors' schedule.

Attached.

Attached.

Little Everglades Ranch: 17951 Hamilton Rd. Dade City, FL 33523

Obstacle Course Race

1-80. SavageJR attracts children under 13 and the adult race attracts all ages.
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Little Everglades Ranch: 17951 Hamilton Rd. Dade City, FL 33523

Attached.     

All funds provided will be used to assist in the cost of our Facebook advertising campaign to market to potential participants.  

$20,000 per event

The funds received will allow us to increase our marketing spend and target more potential participants across the U.S. to   

12,000+ participants and spectators per event. More than 1,200 teams from 34 states and 6 countries competed at Savage Race
Florida Spring 2016.

Attached.

attend Savage Race Florida.

Specific budget details are proprietary. As with past Savage Race events, we intend to spend 3-4 times the amount of funding
received from Pasco County on marketing the event outside the county.
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X

X

Potential sponsors can contact us via our website.

None.

Sean Wolters

Event Operations Manager

407-902-9648

1035 S. Semoran Blvd Ste 1013 Winter Park, FL 32792

6/20/16

No additional funding was received.
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Sean Wolters 
Event Operations Manager 
1035 S. Semoran Blvd, Suite 1013 
Winter Park, FL 32792 
sean@savagerace.com 

 
www.savagerace.com 

 

 
 
 
 

Event Description 

Savage Race is a 5-7 mile running race featuring 25+ obstacles. First established in 2011, Mad Cap 

Events, LLC will have produced 11 Savage Race events in FL and 42 total events in seven states by the 

end of 2016.  

Volunteer Base: 

Volunteers are able to register online to assist at the event. Volunteers are provided with the 

opportunity to run for free in a future Savage Race event or receive a donation for a group, club, 

organization or non-profit. Many clubs and organizations from local colleges (USF, UCF, St. Leo’s) 

participate as volunteers as a fundraising event. Typically 300-400 volunteers assist at each Savage Race 

Florida event. 

Photo Library: 

A professional photographer is present at each event to capture images to be used later in advertising 

and marketing campaigns. These albums are uploaded to the Savage Race Facebook page immediately 

following each event. Each photo in the Savage Race Florida albums features the Pasco County logo. 

Examples can be seen here: 

Savage Race Florida Spring 2016- Sunday  

Savage Race Florida Spring 2016- Saturday 

Savage Race Florida Fall 2015- Sunday 

Savage Race Florida Fall 2015- Saturday 

Savage Race Florida Spring 2015- Sunday  

Savage Race Florida Spring 2015- Saturday 

Savage Race Florida Fall 2014- Sunday 

Savage Race Florida Fall 2014- Saturday 

Media Coverage: 

Savage Race has been featured in numerous media publications, including, but not limited to: Men’s 

Health, Inc. 5000, Obstacle Racing Media, Tampa Bay Times, Fox 13 News (Tampa), Bay News 9, The 

Wall Street Journal, Outside Magazine, Orlando Business Journal,  
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www.savagerace.com 

 

Room Nights: 

Estimated room nights for each event range from 1,200-2,000 based on Post Event Survey’s and the 

template provided by Pasco County. 

Savage Race Florida Spring 2016- 1,174 room nights 

Savage Race Florida Fall 2015- 1,534 room nights 

Savage Race Florida Spring 2015- 1,717 room nights 

Savage Race Florida Fall 2014- 1,944 room nights 

Savage Race Florida Spring 2014- 1,620 room nights 

Time of Year: 

Since 2012 Savage Race has hosted a Spring and Fall Florida event, with 9 events located at Little 

Everglades Ranch in Dade City. 

Event Site: 

Little Everglades Ranch 
17951 Hamilton Rd. 
Dade City, FL 33523 

 
Sponsorship Opportunities: 
 
Pasco County is currently a sponsor of Savage Race. Pasco County is featured on the Savage Race 
website, all Savage Race emails, the Savage Race Florida Facebook album, Savage Race Florida event 
videos, course maps, race bibs, and an onsite billboard that travels to all Savage Race events across the 
U.S. 
 
2015 Sponsorship Exposure: 
 
Website: 5.2 million+ views  
 
Videos: 305,000+ views 
 
Facebook: 500,000+ views 
 
Email: 3.5 million+ views 
 
Social Media: 
 
Savage Race has a large following on Social Media. 
 
Facebook:  525,000+ followers 
Instagram: 25,000+ followers 
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www.savagerace.com 

 

Twitter: 4,700+ followers 
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Sean Wolters 
Event Operations Manager 
1035 S. Semoran Blvd, Suite 1013 
Winter Park, FL 32792 
sean@savagerace.com 

 
www.savagerace.com 

 

 
 
 
 

Event Plan 

Schedule: 
5:30am: Staff arrives 
7:00am: Volunteers arrive 
8:00am: Gates open to participants 
9:00am: SavagePRO wave begins 
9:20am-1:00pm: Every twenty minutes waves of 400+ participants start the event 
11:00am: First SavageJR race 
12:00pm-12:30pm: Award ceremony for SavagePRO winners 
1:30pm: Second SavageJR race 
12:30pm-5:00pm: Contests and DJ entertainment on main stage 
5:00pm: Event ends 
 
Competition Details: 

Each participant receives a timing chip and a finish time. 

The top three males and females in each age group of the SavagePRO wave are eligible for a gold, silver, 

or bronze medal. Participants may compete as individuals or as part of a team. 

The top three overall male and females receive cash prizes of $1,000, $500, and $250. 

The overall top male and female receive the Savage Ax of Fame. 

Special Events: 

9:00am- SavagePRO 

11:00am- SavageJR 

1:30pm- SavageJR 

Entertainment Line-Up 

Entertainment is provided by an area DJ. 
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Sean Wolters 
Event Operations Manager 
1035 S. Semoran Blvd, Suite 1013 
Winter Park, FL 32792 
sean@savagerace.com 

www.savagerace.com 

Marketing Plan 

The marketing team behind Savage Race creates thousands of ads for the event, which run year 

round. The event is advertised through multiple platforms,  primarily, Facebook, Instagram, Google 

Ads, direct mail campaigns, e-mail campaigns, aerial advertising, billboards, and guerilla marketing.  

Ads are targeted primarily towards active men and women between the ages of 18 and 44 in the United 

States. 

Ad sizes range from 125x125 pixels (Google Ad) to 14’x48’ (highway billboard) 
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Sean Wolters 
Event Operations Manager 
1035 S. Semoran Blvd, Suite 1013 
Winter Park, FL 32792 
sean@savagerace.com 

 
www.savagerace.com 

 

 
 
 

Event Sponsorship 

Each sponsorship is customized to meet the specific needs and budget of the sponsor. In exchange for 

funding from Pasco County, Savage Race has offered, and will con4tinue to offer the following benefits: 

Sole and exclusive sponsor of the event’s Facebook photo album 

Presenting sponsor in Savage Race Florida event videos 

Linked logo on www.savagerace.com. Linked logo sends participants to a website created by Savage 

Race that features “Things to Do in Pasco County”.  

Linked logo on all Savage Race Florida emails 

Logo on event course maps 

Logo on participant bibs 

Logo on an inflatable billboard at event. Billboard is displayed at ALL Savage Race events. 

2015 Sponsorship Exposure: 
 
Website: 5.2 million+ views  
 
Videos: 305,000+ views 
 
Facebook: 500,000+ views 
 
Email: 3.5 million+ views 
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Savage Race has used the Ramada Inn in Zephyrhills as the staff hotel for the last several events. On our website is a link 
to accommodations in Pasco County (www.savageracehotels.com). The Savage Race website also features a link of "Things  

To Do in Pasco County". This link is also featured in all Savage Race emails.

No.

1,200-2,000 room nights per event $99,600-$166,000

2 
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TO: 

 
Tourist Development Council  

 
DATE: 

 
7/12/2016 

 
FILE: 

 
TD16-051 

 
FROM: 

 
Tourism Manager 

 
SUBJECT: 

 
Update on Tourism Activities 

    
The following is a summary of major activities for the period of May 19, 2016 – August 16, 2016. 
 
Conference Attendance and Special Engagements 

• Florida Sports Foundation Annual Meeting- Ed Caum     May 25-27 
• DMAI Annual Conference – Ed Caum       Aug 1-4 

 
Website, Social Media and Marketing Update – Lauren St. Martin 

• Pasco County Tourism on Facebook                     9,592 Fans 
          

Old Business 
• Cycling update: 

- NE Pasco Safety Study (MPO) 
- 2.5 million (TDP) 

 
• Carry Forward – It was approved by the BCC on July 12, 2016 

 
• 2017 – 2020 Tourist Development Plan (TDP)  

- We need to define what a tourist asset is and the future process to qualify for tourism funds. 
(attachment 4) 

- We also need to establish the minimum reserve balance. 
 

• Dick’s TOC Agreement update – The agreement was signed by KSE and will be presented on August 9 to 
the BCC. 
 

• NVL Volleyball Event update – The promoter wanted to change the intended use of funds before signing 
the agreement, and requested to use the sponsorships to cover monetary awards, which is not 
considered as an allowable reimbursable expenditure according to our Sports Event Sponsorship 
Program and the 2015 Florida Statute, therefore the promoter canceled the event. The purpose of this 
program is to supplement a portion of the marketing efforts in order to promote Pasco County to 
tourists.  Staff followed up with NVL to try and look for alternatives to keep the Event, however no 
answer or reply was received from them. 

 
New Business 

• New TDC member applications (attachment 1) 
• March – June quarterly treasurer’s report (attachment 2) 

 
Past/Upcoming Events 

• USBC Bowling          May – Jun 
• Skating Artistic Regionals Championship (attachment 3)     Jun 11 - 14 
• Sunshine Shoot-Out         Jun 17 - 26 
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Fund Balance 

Adopted Budget Oct-Dec Jan-Mar Apr-Jun Jul-Sept Total

FY16 1st 2nd 3rd 4th Revenue 2nd Quarter 3rd Quarter Final Quarter
Fund Balance B113 380200 12,158,396.00

Interest Investments (361-100,200,250,300), 369900 361100 19,000.00 - - - - 

Tourist Dev. Tax B113 100% 312120 874,000.00 - - - - 

Total Spent Total Remaining

Totals 13,051,396.00 196,336.37 189,478.21 156,480.88 0.00 542,295.46 12,509,100.54

Budgeted 

Revenue YTD Revenue

Administration 115200 26% 227,240$     -$     

11200 131,196 31153.01 33358.53 33913.66 98,425.20 32,771 - 
11290 - 1512.65 1,512.65 (1,513) 
11400 Overtime 0.00 - 
12100 10,037 2493.03 2545.15 2587.62 7,625.80 2,411 
12200 9,616 2261.68 2421.82 2462.11 7,145.61 2,470 
12300 3.60 49.23 6339.33 6,392.16 (6,392) 
34100 996 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 996 
34403 0.00 - 
34500 4,618 0.00 3463.51 3,463.51 1,154 
55101 Postage 304.02 304.02
55104 500 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 500 
55106 0.00 - 
55107 600 0.00 599.88 599.88 0 
88310 29,132 0.00 14565.98 7283.01 21,848.99 7,283 
91505 HEALTH SELF INSURAN 26,100 0.00 4190.56 6285.84 10,476.40 15,624 
99902 0.00 0.00 - - 

Total 212,795 35911.32 57131.27 64751.63 0.00 157,794.22 55,304.80

Promotion 115300 64% 559,360$     -$     

11200 51,500 12,269 1,981         - 14,250        37,250 
11290 EMPLOYEE BUY BACK 0 1,152 - - 1,152          (1,152) 
12100 3,940 933 240 - 1,172          2,768 
12200 3,775 891 209 - 1,100          2,675 
12300 0 1 8 - 9 (9) 
33400 59,649 8,196 7,139         10,998        26,333        33,316 
34000 17,068 716 1,684         6,697         9,098          7,970 
34100 996 2 239.00        193 434 562 
34400 Rentals & Leases 5,000 664 967.98        968 2,600          2,400 
34403 6,272 0 556 556 5,716 
34700 3,600 0 3,663         - 3,663          (63) 
34800 26,334 3,259 3,474         7,722         14,455        11,879 
34920 135,378 41,534 44,538        34,314        120,386      14,992 
34923 FOOD AND DIETARY 0 0 - 93 93 (93) 
34951 EDUCATION AND TRAINING 11,700 98 975 3,691         4,764          6,936 
55100 OFFICE SUPPLIES 600 7 - 403 410 190 
55101 POSTAGE 1,000 0 - 55 55 945 
55106 UNCAPITALIZED EQUIPMENT 0 0 - - - 
55200 OPERATING SUPPLIES 1,000 168 295 659 1,122          (122) 
55201 2,000 0 131 153 284 1,716 
55401 9,590 3,369 3,295         395 7,059          2,531 
88200 64,580 28,280        18,300        46,580        18,000 
88201 196,000 87,166 35,229        3,770         126,165      69,835 
91505 HEALTH SELF INSURAN 8,700 0 - 2,761         2,761          5,939 
99902 0 - - - - - 

Total 608,682 160,425      132,347      91,729        - 384,501      224,181 

Destination Promotion 115600 15% 131,100$     -$     

33400 - - - - 10500
99902 - - - - - - 0

Total - - - - - - - 

Reserves 816100 1% 8,740$     - 
99914 - - - - - - 0

Total - - - - - - - 

Construction 115400 12% 104,880$     -$     

33400 - - - - - - - 0
66300 - - - - - - - - 

- - - - - - - 
Total - - - - - - - 

INSURANCE & BONDS - COUNT

Tourism Quarterly Expenditure Report
Quarters

Fill out this section

REGULAR SALARIES AND WAGES
EMPLOYEE BUY BACK

FICA
RETIREMENT
GROUP INSURANCE- SEE 91505
COMMUNICATIONS
RENTAL - COUNTY EQUIPMENT

FICA

DUPLICATING EXPENSES
UNCAPITALIZED EQUIPMENT
DATA PROCESS SUP-SOFTWARE
INDIRECT COST - BCC

RESERVE - CONTINGENCIES

REGULAR SALARIES AND WAGES

AIDS TO PRIVATE ORGANZTON

RETIREMENT
GROUP INSURANCE
OTHER CONTRACTED SERVICES
TRAVEL AND PER DIEM
COMMUNICATIONS

RENTAL - COUNTY EQUIPMENT
PRINTING-BINDING-REPRODU
PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITIES
ADVERTISING

GAS OIL AND LUBRICANTS
MEMBERSHIPS

IMPROV OTHER THAN BLDGS

EVENT SPONSORSHIPS

RESERVE - CONTINGENCIES

OTHER CONTRACTED SERVICES
RESERVE - CONTINGENCIES

RESERVE - RESTRICTED

Other Contracted Services

ATTACHMENT 2
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
AGENDA MEMORANDUM 

 
  
COUNCIL MEMBERS: ALL FILE NO.:  TDC16-052 DATE:  7/18/16 
 
SUBJECT: Use of Tourist Development Tax for SunWest Park, Phase Two Construction, and 
Consideration of Defining Tourism Assets for Tourist Development Tax Funding 
 
THRU: Richard Gehring, Strategic Policy Administrator 
 
FROM: Ed Caum, Tourism Manager 
  
  
 
 
BACKGROUND SUMMARY OF SUNWEST PARK: 
  
SunWest Park is a park owned by Pasco County and operated by a private company, SunWest Park, 
Inc., through a Lease Agreement that was approved and executed on April 22, 2014.  The Lease 
Agreement provides for certain improvements to be made in phases by the Operator and the County.  
The County has completed the Phase I improvements.  The Tenant Operator is constructing the Tenant 
Operator’s Improvements which include a full-size and two training wakeboard cable systems and an 
aqua park that will be completed within the next few months.  In-kind services and an anonymous 
donation of $600,000 have been proposed to partially complete the north parking lot (base coat) area 
and the north beach restroom building (Phase II improvements).    
 
Tourist Development Funds were authorized for use by the BCC on May 20, 2014 (TD14-052) to 
purchase $450,000 of volleyball quality beach sand in anticipation of landing more beach sports events 
in the future at SunWest Park.  At that time, the TDC was interested in furthering the development of 
SunWest Park as a tourism asset.  However, the Board of County Commissioners, in approving the 
expenditure for beach sand, wanted to take a wait and see approach before authorizing additional 
Tourist Development Tax revenues to be used at SunWest Park. 
 
On May 4, 2015, the County turned over the operation of the SunWest Park to SunWest Park, Inc., for 
completion of his improvements.  SunWest Park is within its first operational year and is reaching 
visitors from outside of Pasco County.  The facility provides fresh water beach (lake) access and the 
site is designed to provide a location for sports enthusiasts and regional festivals.  The facility has been 
promoted by the Office of Tourism Development (OTD), building interest from national level beach 
volleyball and footvolley tournament circuits.  The facility has hosted 3 beach volleyball tournaments 
which had an economic impact, but no Post Event Reports were submitted to OTD so the impact is not 
quantifiable. SunWest Park hosted the Crab and Shrimp Festival in March with live bands, radio 
remotes, NASCAR appearances, powerboat displays and other attractions to bring visitors to Pasco 
County.   
 
On June 21, 2016, the Board of County Commissioners tabled agenda memo PRN16-290 and referred 
the item to the Tourist Development Council for review and consideration. The item was a request 
made by Commissioner Mariano to use Tourist Development Capital Funds, up to $370,870, to fund 
certain additional construction improvements at SunWest Park.  The funding was requested for beach 
sand erosion protection by constructing midwalls on the north and south/southeast shorelines; 
construction of a sidewalk along the north beach area; and landscaping of the north parking lot.   
 
The construction of the capital improvements (midwalls) at SunWest is not contemplated in the current 
Tourist Development Plan (TDP) and the other proposals (sidewalk and landscaping) are also not 
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contemplated in the TDP and do not appear to be authorized uses of Tourist Development Tax 
revenues pursuant to Section 125.0104, Florida Statute.   
 
The TDC will be discussing at this meeting and the following meeting(s), the draft of the new TDP that 
outlines a process to determine a tourism asset. Currently, the TDP does not contain criteria to 
determine what a tourism asset is.  As a part of that conversation, specific projects and priorities for 
allocating and spending the Tourist Development Tax revenues, consistent with Florida Statute, will be 
established.   
 
The OTD has reviewed industry standards and other tourism operations’ best management practices 
on this topic. The new TDP will provide background verbiage on tourism language. The OTD will create 
an application process for capital improvement projects and funding with the direction of the TDC. The 
applicant must be able to prove a certain percentage of their business comes from visitors and a certain 
percentage of their marketing efforts are targeted outside of Pasco County. The application process 
could set limits to funds available in the capital construction budget. The OTD will also ask the TDC to 
give direction on project focus areas for Capital Construction Project funding, i.e.: beach renourishment, 
sports facilities, trails, visitor centers, etc.  
 
The new TDP must be adopted by ordinance amendment by the Board of County Commissioners after 
a public hearing.  At this time, it is anticipated that the updated TDP would go into effect on October 1, 
2016. 
 
 
ALTERNATIVES AND ANALYSIS: 
 

1. Direct staff to create a system to determine what constitutes a Pasco County Tourism Asset and 
areas of focus for Capital Project funding.  

2. Recommend to the BCC that we delay the request for SunWest funding until after the new TDP 
is approved and revisit the request at that time. 

3. Recommend no funding at this time. 
4. Direct staff to some other alternative. 

 
DISTRIBUTION: 
 
cc:  
 
ATTACHED:   
PRN16-290  
 
MB/RG/EC TDC16-052   Agenda memo  
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PRN16-290 
Page 1 of 3 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA MEMORANDUM 

COMMISSION DISTRICT:  5 FILE NO.:  PRN16-290 DATE:  6/15/16 

SUBJECT: Use of Tourist Development Tax for SunWest Park, Phase Two Construction - $370,870.00 

THRU: Cathy Pearson, Assistant County Administrator (Public Services) 

FROM: Kelley J. Boree, Parks, Recreation, and Natural Resources Director 

RECOMMENDED BOARD ACTION: 

Respectfully request Board of County Commissioners to authorize the use of $370,870 to complete 
elements of Phase Two construction at SunWest Park.  The funding would provide for beach sand 
protection via midwalls on the north and south/southeast beach fronts; a sidewalk along the north 
beach area; and landscaping of the north parking lot.   

BACKGROUND SUMMARY: 

SunWest Park is a public-private partnership between Pasco County BCC and SunWest Park, Inc.  The 
Lease Agreement was approved and executed April 22, 2014 providing County and Tenant Operator 
Improvements.  The County has completed Phase I development and starting the Phase II 
development.  In-kind services and an anonymous donation of $600,000 will complete the north parking 
lot area and the north beach restroom building.     

SunWest Park is within its first full operational year and is reaching visitors from outside of Pasco 
County.  The facility does provide fresh water beach access for residents but also is designed to 
provide a destination for tourist, sports enthusiasts and regional festivals.   

The facility is promoted via the Office of Tourism Development (OTD) Office, building interest from 
national level beach volleyball and footvolley tournament circuits.  The facility has hosted 3 beach 
volleyball tournaments which had an economic impact, but no Post Event Reports were submitted to 
OTD so the impact is not quantifiable. SunWest Park hosted the Crab and Shrimp Festival in March 
with live bands, radio remotes, NASCAR appearances, powerboat displays and other attractions to 
bring visitors to Pasco County.   

The OTD continues to work with the Tenant Operator to solicit national level volleyball and footvolley 
tournaments and academies; however the application process requires specific amenities to support 
the events.  The OTD is currently sponsoring a volleyball event with the National Volleyball League in 
August. Once all of the amenities are completed on site it will be easier for the OTD to solicit more 
sporting events to the destination. Tourist Development Funds were last used at the park to purchase 
$450,000 of volleyball quality sand, anticipating landing more beach sports events in the future. 

The Tenant Operator is constructing a full-size and two training wakeboard cable systems that will be 
completed this year.  
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PRN16-290 
Page 2 of 3 

ALTERNATIVES AND ANALYSIS: 
 
1. Direct staff to utilize Tourist Development Tax (Construction) Fund to complete elements, pending 

legal review to ensure this expenditure of funds is in line with the Florida Statute Chapter 125 
Section 0104. 

2. Direct staff to utilize BP Settlement funds. 
3. Direct staff to some other alternative. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/COST/REVENUE STATEMENT: 
 
If the BCC chooses Alternative No. 1, funding in the amount of $370,870.00 for the budget amendment 
is available in Account No. B113-816100-599948, Tourist Development Tax Fund, Reserves 
Department, Reserves for Tourism Construction.  Funding for the items listed in the table below is 
available in Account Nos. B113-820007-563400 (staff time associated with the project) and 566300 (all 
other items), Tourist Development Tax Fund, SunWest Park, Other Contracted Services and 
Improvements Other Than Buildings. 
 
If the BCC chooses Alternative No. 2, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) requests that the 
BCC give the County Administrator authorization to approve a budget amendment appropriating 
General Fund reserves to the SunWest Park project.  This type of budget amendment would normally 
require BCC approval since it is both appropriating funds from reserves and transferring an amount 
greater than $250,000.00.  In order to expedite this process and not wait until the following BCC 
meeting to appropriate the funds, the OMB is asking for this pre-authorization.  Once the budget 
amendment is approved by the County Administrator, funding for the items listed in the table below will 
be made available in Account Nos. B301-820007-563400 (staff time associated with the project) and 
566300 (all other items), Capital Improvement Fund, SunWest Park, Other Contracted Services and 
Improvements Other Than Buildings.  
 

PHASE 2  Estimated Cost 

NORTH RESTROOM BUILDING (Phase II) $185,000*** 

NORTH PARKING LOT $934,296*** 

MIDWALL @ NORTH PARKING LOT (520LF) $17,680*** 

MIDWALL @ SOUTHBEACH SIDEWALK (2084LF x 2'-6" hgt.) $70,870.00 

LANDSCAPE $150,000.00 

NORTH SIDEWALK & MIDWALL (2,000LF x 8' width x 4" 
Depth) 

$140,000.00 

STAFF TIME ASSOCIATED WITH THE PROJECT $10,000 

Total $370,870.00 

*** Donation/In-Kind item 
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PRN16-290 
Page 3 of 3 

DISTRIBUTION: 
 
Board Records Department to distribute as set forth below: 
 
1. Retain One Original 
2. One Copy to Public Services Branch, New Port Richey 
3. One Copy to the Parks, Recreation, & Natural Resources Department, Land O Lakes 
4. One Copy to Internal Services, New Port Richey 
5. One Copy to OMB, New Port Richey 
6. One Copy to the Tourist Development Office, New Port Richey 
7. One Copy to the Facilities Division/Project Manager, New Port Richey 
8. Mail One Original to: 

Patrick Panakos 
SunWest Park, Inc. 
19504 East Colonial Drive 
Orlando, FL  32822 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Conceptual Site Plan 
2. Budget Amendment No. 16-231(One Original) 

 
cc: Cathy Pearson, Assistant County Administrator (Public Services) 
 Heather Grimes, Assistant County Administrator (Internal Services) 
  
 
CP/KJB/ prn16-290   agenda  
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APPROVAL BCC BA16 -  231

DESCRIPTION BUDGET AMENDMENT DATE: 06/21/16
PREPARED BY: CS
REVIEWED BY:

FUND: B113 PAGE 1 OF 1

EXPLANATION:

LINE FUND DEPT. ACCT

NO. NO. NO. NO. FROM (DR.) TO (CR.) WAS WILL BE

POSTED BY:

Administrator's Approval: APPROVAL DATE:
DATE POSTED:

Board Action at Meeting: APPROVAL DATE:

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, PASCO COUNTY CONTROL #:

Transfer within the Tourist Development Tax Fund - Public Services, Parks, Recreation, and Natural Resources - Appropriation of Funds
from Reserves Tourism Construction for the SunWest Project

TOTAL

ATTEST:

$370,870.00$370,870.00 $2,955,690.00 $2,955,690.00

CLERK

9

8

7

6

5

B113

2 B113

4

3 B113

816100 599948

$10,000.00820007 563400

820007 566300 $360,870.00

$2,955,690.00

BUDGET TRANSFER REQUEST

AMOUNT DEPARTMENT/DIVISION

$10,000.00

AMOUNT

$2,584,820.00$370,870.00

SunWest Park

$360,870.00 Improvements Other Than Bldgs

CHAIRMAN

ACCOUNT/CENTER DESCRIPTION

Reserve - Tourism Construction
Reserves1

SunWest Park

Other Contracted Services

E:\Budget Amendments\BA16-231
71



72


	TDC Agenda
	TDC Minutes May 18, 2016
	TD16-050 Savage Race
	Manager's Report
	Attachment 1
	Attachment 2
	Attachment 3
	Attachment 4

	Addendum TD16-052




